
JUNE 1982 Chapter Phone (503) 226-6747 

PACIFIC NORI'HWEST CHAPftR, NRHS 
R()CM 1, UNICN STATICN 

PORl'L1\ND, OR 97209 

'n'orth1We!;t chapter 

Number 244 

Friday June.J:l-i'o The annual Chapter picnic at Washington Park. See expamej 
5:00fIll article elsewhere in this issue for nore details 

NOl'E THAT THE CHAPTER DOES Nor MEm DURING JULy AND AUGUST 

Saturday Sept 4 Railroad Days in Prineville, Oregon will be held in the city 
10: OOam park in dcMntown Prineville. Along with a barbeque there will 

be free train rides on the City of Prineville Railway. This 
is not an official Chapter function but is provided for infor
nation only. 

Friday Sept 17 . The regular m:mthly meeting of th\'l Chapter will be held at the 
7: 30fIll Union Pacific Clubhouse loeatej . the intersection of North 

Interstate am Russell Streets. 

Sat Oct 2 

Saturday am 
Sunday oct 9 
am 10 

Friday OCt 15 
7: 30fI1l 

The ex=sion on the Oregon, californi -. 'Uld Eastern Railway 
has been postponej to the Spring of 19b';. JoDre details 1.n 
later issues of The Trainnaster. 

Great Pacific Northwest Circle Rail Trip sponsored by the 
Chapter will feature an Amtrak special train fran Portland to 
Spokane via the Union Pacific am return to PortlaW. by way of 
Seattle. JoDre details elsewhere in this issue. 

Regular monthly meeting of the Chapter . 

" 

Friday Nov 19 
7:30fI1l 

Regular monthly meeting of the Chapter am election of lOfficers .. 
for 1983. 
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SUMMARY OF MINUTES - REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING - May 21, 1982 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Duane Cramer at 7:40 PM in the 
Union Pacific Clubhouse. 

Madras excursion: Ed Immel reported that the May 15th excursion to Madras went 
well. The 667 paying passengers enjoyed the trip with clear skies all day. The 
Madras chamber of commerce provided a free treat of mint ice cream. Ed advised 
that the Chapter has applied to Amtrak for another Madras trip exactly one year 
away in May of 1983. 

Ed Immel reported that the City of Prineville Ry. 4th of July celebration has been 
cancelled. Instead free trips will be offered on Sept. 4th. 

OC&E Trip: Ed Immel announced that the Chapter and Great Western Tours will co
sponsor an excursion over the Oregon, California & Eastern on Sat., Oct. 2nd. 
More details will be published in the June issue of The Trainmaster. 

VP Duane Cramer announced the resignation of Chapter National Director Bill Bain 
due to other commitments. President Ben Fredericks has appointed, with the approv
al of the Board, Roger Sackett to fill out the term. 

June Picnic Meeting: Ed Immel announced that the Chapter will again have a pic
nic at Washington Park for its June meeting. The Zoo Railway's diesel train will 
be chartered this year. There will be a charge of $2.00 a person or $5.00 a fam
ily. The Chapter will furnish hot dogs. A sign-up sheet will be passed around 
tonight for pot-luck furnishing of salads and desserts. Those unable to furnish 
food may instead make a $3.00 contribution. This is a Chapter event for the en
tire family. The picnic will begin at 5 PM. 

Circle Trip to Spokane & Seattle: Ed Immel announced that the Chapter is planning 
a public excursion on Oct. 9 & 10 with a chartered Amtrak train. The second day 
the excursion will travel the old GN main line to seattle and then return to Port
land. The selling price will be $148.00 a person inCluding meals and hotel rooms 
in Spokane. 

1983 Swap Meet: Terry Parker reported that the 1983 Swap Meet will be on Saturday, 
March 5 at the Red Lion hotel at the Lloyd Center. The meet will be held in a 
large exhibition type room. There will be more exhibit space than at the"1982 
meet and plenty of parking space. 

Treasurer Larry Miller reported that he has been investigating electric typewriters 
for Chapter use. The present typewriter is not satisfactory for most needs such 
as publication of The Trainmaster. There was considerable discussion from the 
floor about the merits of various makes of typewriters and the advisability of buy
ing a typewriter. Roger Phillips moved, Gary Oslund seconded, that the Chapter buy 
a new electric typewriter. Terry Parker moved an amendment that the purchase be 
made only after approval by the Chapter Board. Seconded by Al Viewig and passed. 
�jain motion was passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chuck Storz, Secretary 

.. 
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Don't be "do�" by diccomfort and wnther condl· 
tion!l. Nut tlme, blku S. P. & S. Trover In ctyla .lind 

luxury. Racllnlnlf coach lI.ats, spl'lcious plctur. 

wiMbw. and aup.rb dinin" CIIr mOlll!l man eV'Clry 
IS. P •• S. trip an advantu,.. In soli� eomfort. JoflI the 
famlll .. who know wher. ttl.y'r. aoirtl. 
T,.. ... ol .. ... a. 51 

• 
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SPOKANE, PORTLAND ilnd SEATTLE RAILWAY SYSTEM 

"nll'lll Offi�&: AmlHican �"k Bulldln,. Portland, Or_ion 

What, why, 
What is, and where is. the new tech· 
nology in rail/highway intennodal equip
ment? 
• lIel Corp. It was little more than two 
months ago that FMC rolled out the first 
of twa Itel Impack IO·unit intennodal 
cars for delivery (0 Burlington Northern 
for test and evaluation. Thus far. tests 
have gone well-as mighl have been ex
pected; since the design for which hoi 
acquired the rights is the design known 
on Santa Fe as the Ten-Pack Fuel-Foiler. 
and Santa Fes Ten·Pack fleet has already 
run up millions of miles in regular revenue 
service. 

Unlike Santa Fe. which has stayed 
with IO-unit cars. Itel will mark« Impack 
in whatever configuration a buyer wants. 
And tare weights are impressive at what· 
ever length. Per-platfonn averages. for 
example. will run from 24.000 pounds for 
a three-unit car to 22.000 pounds for a 
six·unit car down to 21.200 pounds for a 
IO-unit Impack. 

BN has its two IO·unit cars on a si:{· 
month lease with option, but Ilcl doe:s 
not plan to have addilional cars built on 
less than a purchase OIJt:r for a cuupk of 
reasons--one hal.ing 10 do with the cur· 

SP&S Ad from the Chapter's Collection 

ow----ad by om 

porarion's financial problems and the 
other being that the design is in fact a 
proven one. The only difference between 
Impack and Ten-Pack (aside from the 
color scheme, Santa Fe white and 1m· 
pack BN green) is that Ten-Packs- are 
buill' at Santa Fe's Topeka Shops and Im
packs are tumed au' by FMC at Porrland 
-bot FMC has produced enough freight 
cars of varying types over the years that 
there should be no question as to its 
abili[y to produce a quali,y intennndal 
car. Iou. 

Ane!. while Irnpack tests continue on 
BN. Itel is cOOlinuing WNk on a cU!1miner 
version. h has not yet announced such a 
car as available , but mO.'H of the design 
and stress·analysis work has been com· 
pleted (and in th') version. Impack could 
differ somewhat from Tcn·Pack. since 
the rights her acquired are for the tmiler· 
carrying car). 
e Bi-Modal Corp. RoadRailer. the dual
mode. rail/highway vehicle. had been 
performing admirably. through e'(tensive 
testing and [hen in regular revenue s�r· 
vice. But. as with almost any ne"" Icch
nology. bugs were sure 10 develop. and 
they did. First. users found lhilt unl�s!'! a 

ROildRailer was loaded with some carc
soch as potting 7090 of the weight of the 
load in the front half of the onit-axle 
loading could go too high when a Road
Railer was working in the highwOJY mode. 
Next. in a 75�uni[ test on Burlingtun 
Norrhem. Chicago to Seaule and back. 
the! (min suffered a number of unex· 
peeted. unde!'lirable and as·yel·unex· 
pl;,ined brake applica,ions. 

The first problem. possible highway 
overloads. is a function of RoadRailer 
design. with a closely· spaced highway 
{and�m and the rail wheels and axle be· 
tween the tandem and the rear of the 
I.mil. Bi·Modal is trying to solvc it with a 
redesign that provides for a spread 
tandem-with perhaps a spread of 110 
inches-and the repositioning of the rail 
running gear between the highway 
wheels. This will take care of the over· 
the·road overload problem. The question 
is, will the relocation of the rdil wheels 
a tTect riding characteristics in the iJiI 
mL'de. characteristics that every user 
thus fOJI\ describes as e.I;.cdlenr.' Mathe· 
matical analysi'). Bi·M0dal say'. indi� 
cates thai c;olving on� problem will not 
creale another. But that kind of ilnaly,j\ 
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h3S to be backed up by real-world per
formance. which is wh�· two redesigned 
�loJdRailers have been put to the test in 
Memphis/Louisville RoadRailer opera
tion on Illinois Central Gulf. Results look 
good. and Bi-Modal is beginning now to 
modify 40 of its 244 units. with decisions 
on additional units depending upon de
mand for the spread tandem configura
lion. 

As for the second problem. the brake 
applications that should not have hap
pended. Bi-Modal and its brake-system 
supplier have done exhaustive tests on 
Ihe units [hat made the lest run on BN. 
and they have found nothing amiss 
mechanically. At this point. Bi-Modal is 
looking fOT\\lard to running another 
similar test. Ihis time with on board 
equipment that will enable obseT\'ers to 
be ab!-olutely certain of air-supply char
acteristics. 

In {he meantime. this suhsidiary of 
Nonh American Car is getting closl"r to 
bt!ginning RoadRailer seT\'ice between 
New York and Buffalo via Conrail. with 
the operation to be run through a Bi
Modal suhsidiary. Road-Rail Transporta
t ion Co. In and out of New York. trains 
\'Iould use the former New York Central 
I-lighbridge terminal. and at some point 
after 'ital1Up a third origin/destination 
point would be added. at Rochester. 
What"s the commercial target? Traffic 
now' moving all-highway through New 
York state. RRTC would begin with a 
three-year contrdct and an option to 
renew for three! year�thus taking on 
both the opponunity and the risk-with 
the expeclation that CR (or a successor) 
might lake over if the operation proves 
successful. 
e Budd. The Lo-l'ac 2000. a well-lype. 
aniculated car with a wide mngc of 
trailer/container capabilities. was one of 
the earl v entries in the intennodal-car de
sign "competition." It performed well in 
testing on severnl roads. and it has 
showed up well in aerodynamic analyses. 
Meanwhile. Budd has worked on a 
manufacturing agreement with Thrall Car 
and a marketing agreement with BRAE 
Corp. 

Bul. with all of this. not a whole lot has 
been heard about the LP 2000 in recent 
mOnlhs. and one reason may be thilt the 
car. in one engineer's words. "is ungodly 
heavy." In the six-unit protOlype. engi
neers may have over-reinforced the car. 
adding weight-far-strength 10 insure that 
the LP 2000 would meet or surpass AAR 
test requirements b4t not cutting back on 
weight where it was nol needed. The 
result was that the car weighed in at 
about 220.600 pounds. Iksign work now 

�, ...... ,. , ... 111. 
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is being aimed at slicing away pound�. 10 
get the Lo-Pac down to ahoul 180.000 
pounds for a production six-unit car or 
t20,000 pounds for a four-unit model. 
That would pUI rhe average per carrying

unit at about 30.000 pounds and make the 
car more competitive with Olher makers' 
prototypes from a weight standpoint. At 
the same time. with BRAE no", in the 
picture. marketing strategy for the LP 
2000 has been broadened somewhat. 
with a half-dozen prospects considercd 
prime . 

At th� same time. too. desigm:r� are 
working on refinement of thl! car to PflI
vide for douhle-stacking oi 45-foOI con· 
tainers while still retaining some trailer· 
handling cap�biliIY. The current deSIgn. 
I!'nginecr5 notc. would a:ccpI I(){l·ton 
truck�nd provlSlun UI uuurlll�:-stac",mg 
capability would signifl.:anlly impiOvf 
the weight ratios. ThiS project s(ill has a 
W3YS to go. BUI if all goes well. a double

stack prototype. possibly a five-unit car. 
could be built later thi� vear. 
t) Pullman Standard. These have not 
been the best of times for PS. bUI there's 
an air of confidence in the shop when 
engineers and marketing people talk 
about the prototype that will be delivered 
to Trailer Train for testing late this month 
or early in May. The PS enlry is a multi
unit skeleton car equipped with single
axle trucks. cushioned hitches, drawb�rs 
bel ween units and standard couplers and 
draft gear at the ends of the car. The pro
totype. like the IT 4-Runner. is a four
unit car. but production models could 
stait at two unils and go on up. depending 
upon customer needs. Unlike the 4-
Runner. [he PS prototype comes in at un
der 30.000 pounds . with the end unil , 

weighing 28.9()U pounds and the interior 
units hitting the scale at less than that. 
thanks to choices PS has made with 
respect to material thicknesses and 10 
ccntersill design which allows u�e of 
slotted tor and boltom co\'er plale�. 

As it stands, this is a·,rdiler-only car. 
capable of handling unit; of up to 45 feel 
in length. with or without nose-r.lOuntcd 
reefer:; and with kingpin spacings ofJ60r 
42 inches: it will also accept container!' of 
up to 45 feet. on chassis. 

PS has been putting the car through all 
the tests required for full AAR inter
change cenification. including impacL 
squeeze and wheel-lift testing. And even 
as those tests were being completed. PS 
designers were working on a second-gen
eration car. Among the things they will 
be looking at: Design refinements which 
will reduce weight while slili satisfying 
Ltv ratio requirements: capability for 
handling containe rs without chassis: and 
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the possibility that future intennoda! 
equipment may be called upon to handle 
trailers and/or containers longer than 45 
feet. 
• Thrctll Car IWhIteI>eacl j!, Kaleo. De
signed and built by W&K (whose rdilcar
related product lines have been acquired 
by Thrall I. the Arc-3 is a three-unit. ani
culated skeleton car capable of carrying 
three 45-foo[ trailers with nose-mounts. 
A long time passed between design and 
constnlction. but Arc�3 now exists. it has 
recently been undergoing lab testing and 
il will soon undergo road testing as one 
of the prmOlypes Trailer Train ha� con
tracted to acquire . 

.• Youngstown Steel Door_ Back
packer is an articulated. well-type car. 
now built as a three-unit prototype-and 
YSD is emphasizing the versatility of the 
design. a design that will allow loading of 
a 2()'foot container, a 4{)..foot container 
(with or without chassis). 40- and 45-fool 
trailers with or without nose-mount re
frigeration units. and drop-frame trailers 
Wiih a drop of up to 15 inches. On the 
drawing board is a modification which 
would also provide for handling of two 
20-fool containers. 

Weight is one problem YSD has run 
into. By vinue of their basic design . \llelJ 
cars are heavy. with the three-unit proto
type weighing in at 107.400 pounds. But. 
while YSD engin�ers question whether 
lightweight should be the primary con
cern of buyers. they're also pointing out 
that weight; would go down if the car 
were to be buill for containers or trailers 
but not for botl!: the estimated weight of 
a trailer--only, thret-unit car. for example. 
would be 9.1.000 pounds-heavier than 
some but lighter than other trailer-only 
cars in service or under test. 

At this point. static testing has been 
completed. and YSD says the car per
formed well. Road testing has been 
limited to several hundred miles of op
eration with the original two-unit prow
type. but YSD was hopeful of having an 
agreement with a rclilroad for more ex� 
tensive lesting of the three-unit Back
packer by around the end of April. At 
one point. Trailer Train had indicated an 
intc!rest in testing the car--and. while 
that interest seems to have waned. YSD 
people note (hat their marketing: plan has 
included nol just IT but individual rail� 
roads as well. 
e Berwick Forge & Fabricating. As-
suming that Ian and field testing gOC!! 
well. Berwick's lightweight. aniculated 
cODtainer-only prototype car is scheduled 
to be in revenue-service testing on 
Burlington Northern by mid-summer. 
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The prOlotype will he a four-pial form 

skeleton car. with each unit capablc of 

handline a 4O-foOl container : with the 

addi tion of mid-unit suppan pedestals. 
Ihe car could be adapted 10 handle 20-
fOOl containers as well. and the basic de

sign could be strelched 10 accepl a 45-
foot bo.'. 

Engineers at Berwick. a division of 
Whittaker Corp .. designed the car for 

use of IS-inch end-of-car cU!ihioning and 

conventional 70-ton trucks with anicula

tion connections. Each unit is a bOX-5e1.:
lion center sill with container-pedestal 

side arms--no noaring. no side sills. 
Weights will be low. and they will go 

lower as the number of intermediate 

units is added. since the end units weigh 

about 10.000 pounds more than rhe inter

mediate platfonns. The four-unit proto

type. for example, will come in at about 

88.000 pounds. or 22.000 pounds per 

platform. bUI addilion of a fifth unll 

would CuI the average weight to 21.000 
pounds. 

Final plans for the car were dr.lwn. 

Berwick savS . after consult:.ltion and re

view with both BN and a major container 
:..nlpping line. And. even as this prototype 

was being built. Berwick engineers were 

continuing to look at possibilities for yet 

another design which would allow for 

double.sIacking of containers. 
(I lotermodal Concepts, Inc. JuS! about 

everyone has a name for a new inler

modal car design. and in leI's case it's 

FLIP. for Flexible Length Intermodal 

Platform. Th is is an unconventional car. 

Actually. it's a series of unconnected 

cars. in which each unit supports the rear 

end of the leading trailer and the front 

end o( the following trailer.. The lrailer 

being transported serves as the unifying 

structure between' platforms and thus 

transmits longitudinal train forces; the 

air-brake system utilizes retractable air 
hoses which extend from the ends of the 

platforms and connect beneath the 

troilers. 
BCI"'Wick Forge & Fabricating has an 

�greement with lei for manufacturi�g 
and marketing of [he system. And. while 

the com:ept is not regarded as all that 

applicable to longhaul traffic. it is seen. as 

being perhaps the most cost-effectl�e 

system for handling piggyback lraffic. In 

any length tmiler. for feeder or relatively 

shan-haul operations. 
Thus far. Berwick has built Iwo 21· 

foot. four-inch prototypes. which have 

been successfully lested with bOlh flal· 

bed and high-center-of-gr.Jvity frailer

loads. Three more units will be built. for 

a five-unit revenue-servil:c tcst scheduled 
for later lhb >:ear. 

The ICIl:l101.:epl would :.tppear to have 
a couple or things going for it. Fur one. it 
will h�ndle any length trailer. provided 
that the tmiler is built ,u mciently strong 

to s�rve as the link bel\A-een platfurms . 
For another. it require!- a minimum in
vestment in ferminal facilities and motive 
power. And on that point. the "prime 
mover" is as unusual 3S Ihe car: Loading. 
unloading and over-the-r.1ilroad opera
tiun would be handled by a single unit. a 
highway tractor equipped with hi-rail 
wheels. The plollorms weigh 18.900 
p ounds . and Berwick/lCI numbers indi
cate that the motive power would gel 
about (to miles-per-g3l1un-pei-traikr. 
And. while the initial revenue-sCfvice 
testing will be with a five-unit consis!. 
it's arnicipalcci that :i �aanJ'jfd applica
tion of the concept would u�e a 2 ... 0-111' 
tracwr and up to 15 cars. 

U nirs could bl.! modified (Q hanJk con
tainers of any leng.th .. A.nd as fUi t:mpty 
moves. [ha�'s nu problem either: if there 
is �m imbalance in tr.1ffic. platforms can 
simply be coupled, coupled to the prime 
mover and moved. .? 

FLIP has been demonstrated to repre
sent.t:!.tives of FRA's safelY oITil:C and 
approvals for revenue-service testing 
have been sought . 
• Rail or Trail. This product of Rail or 
Trail Corp .. with a single prototype unit 
existing. is not easy to des,ribt' It ha�; 
highway wheels. 16 of Ihem. " has rail· 
road wheels, eight of Ihem. The prolo
type. said to be designed fc.r operation in 
Canada, is 45 feet in length und has a 
payload capacilY of 75.000 pounds. The 
rear rail wheels stay in place when the 
vehicle is in the highway mode. but are 
elevated 3¥.l inches anove the highway 
surface by a hydraulic mechanism. The 
front !'ail bogie, meanwhile. is rolled out 
during the rail{highway transfer proce!'>s. 
again through use of a hydr.lulic mecha
nism. When the vehicle is transferred 
from highway mode back to rail. the pro
cesses are reversed. Changeover frorr. 
one mode to another. Rail or Trail says 
can be made in about fi .... e minutes. And. 
while a flatbed is the prototype. the man
ufacturer indicales [hat a van will come 
next. a van capable of handling a payload 
of aboul 48.000 pounds. The rear bogie is 
locked in position. straight-ahead. whilt: 
the forward rail bogie pivots. allowing 
the unit to maneuver around m!i curves. 
• Portee. If there is a true I;!let.:omer 
to the intemlOdal-equipmcnt :" \ .... ecp
stakes. it's Purtee. which currently has 
drawings but no hardware. In a �ay. this 
lateness was hy design: Ponec wanted to 
sound out the market as to thL' equipmem 
capabllilie� ihal ,"",ould really b� in lie
m::lnd-and al the �ame tim�. it saw no 
pan icu lar point in rushing in \\·ith a car 
that might not differ all thaI mu�h from 

alreJdy-existing prototype .... 
One accidental resuil of this v. a� that 

Portee representatives were nol able h) 
make a full presenl<l'ion of their con�t!pl 
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[0 Tffiikr TrJin until Sl.:vefill JiJY\ afla 
l-f"s directors had aUlhnrized �·h.:qui"itJon 
of fnur new prototypes . Trailer Train 
didn't immeliialely say who will huih.l 
these new cars. but regardless uf how 
that decision comes out, Ponec plans 10 
(urn ils concept into a car, 

Whal kind of car'! A lighlweight. skele
ron-t,'pe car ",,·ith drawbar couplings be
tween units and with 'lingle-axle trucks 
fil led with 33-inch wheels. Wilh full 
equipment. the car will handle virtually 
any trJilcr or container: with full equip
ml!n[' tare weight will be about 27.500 
pounds per carrying-unit. though both 
weight and car cost could be reducr.J if a 
buyer wants a car for trJilers onl>' �r con
ta;ncrs only. Prcsen[ plans call for the car 
to be equipped with cnd-of-c<!r cushion
ing: it could be equipped with fixed or 
cullapsible hitchcs and container pede..,
tals. ;1nd it would have the ability lO han
dle traile r!' with either 36· or 42-inch 
kingpin seltings. Overall length of an in
dividual unit would be about 47 feet. and 
[he number of units making up a car 
"-·ould depend upon customer specifica
[ion. 

Trailer Train. IT ha:o; 100 four-unit �
Runner cars on assignment to Union 
Pacific . It has two two-unit prutol�'pes 
(rredecessors of the 4-Runncrl as wdl a� 
the- JOist 4-Runner. It is acquiring. for 
test. a thrce-unit articulated car built by 
WhitC!head & Kales and a four-unit draw
bar-coupled car from Pullman Standard. 

But that's not going to be the limit of 
the IT test program. because late las 1 
mllOth Trailer Train directors approved 
acquisition uf four more prototypes. 

Two of these will be five-to-seven-unil 
lightweight articulated cars. cars ba�etl 
upon existing design c('lncepts but dif
fering in that they will be able to handle 
longer and wider Imiler". 

The other two prototypes witt � single
unit cars riding on single-axle [ruck�. 
car!\ which could be drawbar-coupkd to 
cre:lIe multi-unit cars. One of these car� 
wilt be capable of carrying a 48-foot trailer 
'With no�e-muunted reefer unit. the other 
wit! �e able 10 handle a 50-foot trailer 
with no�e-mounl. 

As for \.I. :!ights. IT i<; �hooting for an 
average weight per unit of 24.000 to 
25.000 pounds for the articulated l:ars. 
The "ingh:-unit protot�res are cxpe..::ted 
to \\,c,:igh ahout 27.000 pounds. but In 
muili-unit configuration the u .... erCige 
could cume dov.,:n lu 2-UKXl to 25.000 
pound!o> 100. 

::\nd as car-testing continue� Cit IT. 'Ill 
wi1l trllck-tc!o>ting. Single-axle truck"! un
der the ACF-built -1-Runner ... \.I.ere ha ... c:J 
upon the Pun:.tger dc:"ign :.Ind .. -.c're built 
by two U.S. manufal:luft!rs. But Tf ha ... 
UIC ... inglc-axle truck� under one of it ... 
original pr\l(otypes nov.. ;md it rlan ... 
tt!,tt� L,f single-axle units uf the t�re in 
u .. c: nn Briti�h Rail. II 
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JUNE PIcrJIC HEElING AT 'iiASHiNGTOiJ PARI( 

The Pacific Nor-J1west Ch::.pter docs not hold its regular meeting in June but instead 
holds a picnic at ,1ashington Park in Portlaro. The picnic vrill begin at 5:00pn and 
includes rides on the Zoo RailWGlY. ':'he big "A" frillTIe building at the Hashingtor, 
Park Station is the picnic site. 

v/hat: 
\'i:1ere: 
Ilhe,"'1: 
Cost: 

June pic;uc 
�Jashin<T.:on Par;� in Portland 
A.'1y-'-ci:ne after 5; 00 ;mtil Jar): 
$2 individual or $5 for t,,'1e .i.rrrnediate 
a"t leas"t $3.1J8. 

family plus a food dish \vorth 

Persons that signed up for the foa:1 ite::'.S at the iKly meeting should call the chapter's 
office (226-67,17) and ii1ilicate their rome and hc\l =y ,."ill be in their party. If 
)Iou dicl not sign up at G:e Eay meeting please call Cora Jackson (774-3802) and state 
what you are plannin] on brinjing. !Iot Llogs and 50ft drinks \'Iill be furiush by the 
Cbapter. 'l'lus is a fuaily event so bring tbe en::ire fanily for an enjoyable evening. 
Due to reconstruction, -the steam erl'Jine 1.-Jill not. be running Glis year but instead we 
will be using diesel fa.-ler on 'c,he train. unl.ir.iited rilles on the Zoo P.ailway after 
5:00pra are include:] in the picnic price. 

SPOKANE CIRCLE TRIP EXCURSION 

The Chapter ,·rill be Sfonsorin] an ]\.mtrak special train fran Portland to Spokane 
an} return via Sea-ctle tllO ,."eekend of October 9 and lOth. The Superliner train 
1.-lill depart Portland's Union Station on Saturday am travel by Hay of me ul".ion 
Pacific all tl1e way to Spokane. The Union Pacific route between �inkle and Spoy.ane 
lus never seen an Amtrak passenger train and fe-lather people rocle tl1C line in 
recent years during dayligl�t hours clue to the sc.'1edule of the pre-Amtrak train. 
Ex=sion passen::;ers 1.-lill stay overni<Jht in Spoy,ane at the Ridpat.l1 Hotel and tl,en 
depart �./ WGly of tlle ex-Great Uortj-,ern line to Seattle before heaJing sOUtll to 
Portland. A lU!"lch stop will �""i1ade at Levemvortl1, \,"asllli"'1gton. Ticket price will 
be $1413. CO (Jouble OCCUT-la.l"lC''/) or �lS5. 00 (single occupancy). Ticket price includes 
aLuost 1,000 miles of rail travel, four Deals, connections between tllO station 
and hotel in Spokane W1d hotel space in Spokane. Passengers fro!a points north 
of Portland can travel SQL,tll on FriJay night ;,;"./ Hay of lImtrak' s train �P97. This 
leg of the trip is included in �"'e above '.:icket prices but not hotel acc:crnnodations 
Friday ni-:lht. Free cOI,-'1ec-!:iilg buses Hill be availi!blc Friday night and Saturday 
rrorning to r.ajor hotels/motels in Portland. Tickets ,'Iill be available cLx>ut t.l1e 
niddle of July. Space is lLri tecl and all passengers \oIill be accanrrodated on a 
first COi'ilC basis. If you received 1:iUS issue of tlle Tl'l by mail you ,vill also be 
mailoo a oorchure an] tic]�ct order forr,l tmr.:rrds tl1e end of June or t::e first part 
of July. 

THIS Nt T:-lAT 

The Chapter's private car L'it. Iiood traveled to Spok<me on 1,ler,'orial Day behinj Amtrak's 
Empire BuilLler. The car opcrated in regular seJ:vice between the t= cities for all 
of its life until ]Jein_'] donate:l to '81e C'lapter ":Jy the Ilurlinc;tcn northern. This \oIas 
its first trip over tl18 former SP&S r..ine since donation. Return on Sunday was de
layed due to a freight train derailment in Nontana a.-,J passengers "lCre treated to 
a rare daylight trip over the ex-G:I line into Seattle . . ...... On me 1.-ieekend of June 
4 aril 5 the car �JaS :::hartereJ to 11estern Railriders for a Portland-LaGraroe round 
trip ....... The Walla \/alln Valley Railroad is 110 1'i1Ore. !lerged into the Burlington 
lIortl1ern on i;arch 1st , the 1'1\W is operated as part of 'the larger system. The 
line started out as a'1 electrified interurbim line between I-lalla Halla and the 
cities of 1".d.lton and Frec-water in Oro;ron. 'I'he road continues to do a good business 
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hauling produce fram the packing plants in the area . . . . . . . . . .  SO\:lthern Pacific operated 
the Road Railer trair>. :':rom Portland sout11 on Saturday June 5th. The train carried rolls 
of paper fran D:c�m Zellerbach plants in the area to California . Southern Pacific 
bu.sine5s cars iL'1d staf;: sleeper acccmpaniec1 t.l1e train to California. . . .. . Interested in 
the Great llo:::thern? Srod 2 5elf ad-kessed stamped envelope to t.'1e Paternal Order 6f 
Empire Bu.ilda>:-s c, '0 /·1arti" Evoy, G151 l-lillow lake Drive, Hudson, Ohio 44236 for 
information on '::heir soci2ty . The Chapter has copies of their infomation sheets and 
find them of tl1e highest qUc�ty. _ . . . . . . . De,lare of the nE!l� books being publishe1 on 
the Pullman·-St.arul;u-d C=paD.:'.' (2 volu,ncs) and the BudLl Company. At alracst $25 t.11ey are 
ovru:pri.ce for 'elle qnality. 'l'ha 'Joa�� consist of mainly builders photos arranged in 
no particular orde>:- if.inUS al:�' oneaningfu.l captions as to slL'Jj ect or why the y are in
cludsd in . 'd.e book. Exa..une one at your local hobby shop before deciding to pur chase 
:...ny 0 ;:  til ,� , . It :night be in order for ymr hobby shop to serrl 
a note to the publisher (xnplaining lli.x:>nt 'd1e quali D.z . • • • . . . • .  

SEXrTLE lMERFRONT Tno;:;rny OPL:P"ITIOliS BEGI:, 

The nel'l Seattle troll8y J '  :\".' '. ' . ' :':, ,'uns along i'cs :�laterfront and Alaskan Hay went into 
regula:- operation the lVeel;en.:l 0f June 5th. The lines carries the nu:nber 99 and is 
o;,;erai·.'X1 as pert of '<:I:.e lecal bus system. The line is J . •  (; miles long and runs fran 
the northez:n �Iaterfront .area at Broad Street (near Pier 70) to a southern . terminus ·at 
30u1:...'1 r'aiD St.c-eet ·near King Street Station and the Kin"ndome. The cars . cane from 
Australia and were purcl>.ased f= $23 , 000 a piece. Each of' the .three cars seats 52 
seated . passenger.s �lith an addiTiona1 . 40 being accarmodated .as standees . The· erection 
of .. 9ITerhead ",ire, -construction. of stations and a car shops cost . .approximatel,y: $342 

m·j1liop _ _ _  o::bE', .. :j.ns ·aperates over.-a . .  large.ly �ed spar-track that paralles a EN 
5..!ll:�"st'-.ial . swi Tall; ng . .line..i.n: . .the .area. Tourist a.ttract:ions.. liJ:Je the' ''TaterfJ:ont . area .. . B,x'Lt.bc · ·b:oU'2!JS-.s.hnuld find a steady s..Jpply of custauers £rom '-shoppers, thai:. tire of 
:t:.he J.0..ng waJJc. bac.'<. .to their -start.i.ng point-_and the..shortag'e 'of"convenient parlcin:l' 
spaees . (B:litar. ' s· comme11t: . , 'Ihe · l.Dl1Cept· · of .• the trolleys is .excellent .buLtbe cars 

. suffer from c'. severe .. ca5e of the . ugJ.ies . 'Having seen the cars . . in r�' service. in
.' L1elOOurtlC ever, )Jei..-.g in the natural setting doas not help . The cars from Oporto in . ," Fc....rtugal ±llil.t_ mve been brought to this country f= such operations have mucb .better 

--- -..Jjnes) • . . .. 

RUNN I N G  0" 'rHE mHON PACI FIC 
. - . . -

.. EQ note� .. . . The JY1ay issue o f  Desert Rai ls ,. publication of . the Arizona Chapter , 
had aJ1.. ... arti c l e  wrH: t:e;l ':;y Me:nc er ::J i e): fior s e  about nis experiences whi le 

':;"" " workj.ng_.£or the Unior; Pad.fic i n  Gr egon. . ' . r .. _ 

_ . Back·, in th?- so- called " good old J.aYl' �lhE'n I worked o n  tho s e  beaut-i£u'l 
._ steam · locomoi:i iTes , ;.,e h2 .. '; CI1,� trip that.. was NOT so beautifu l !  Here is. 

-':>what happened,.,.. .. · 

.. .,.... 
I"wa's' Called ' to - f ire om 8 0 0  ·c.1.3.SS 4 - 8-4 -on a freight drag from" T he ' Dalle s " 
to ReilL , Oregon . Thi s run tool: LIS up '�he · ruling grade past Ordnanc e , . 
O:cegon. I .. . don ' t  r emember the gri:lde., hu t it · ·was steep enough to c'all� for 
the Johns.on . ..B?..r dCtJn in .the " company notc h ' , a!�d the thro ttle hanging back 
oyer the ten.der . .. . ·iJe were making about . 2 5!-lPH up-- the hill . . . - . -. - _ . -....... . . 

I t  W2. S a. typi'cal .Eas.tern Oregon' day , - brig.ht., clear. and- dry'; To' begin _ . 
. ..... i th , the eng in e I'/aS not s teaming too wel l ,  and I had ' to fight.. £or st-eam . 

. -Next , 'tl>e .Ivater, pump on . . the f ir·eman ' s . side could not hold. the. . . ' water level 
in. J:.he-- g las s and I had to call for the-engi.n.eer ' s inj ector . Ile ll , we 
c al led that inj ec tor " th e  N iaga ra " becau s e  i. t bai led water into that 
boi. l er like tiiagi:lra ·Falls .,. and knocked· the s team back about as f as t .  And 
� h' en ; t j' I' ppene� , 1... . ".:. . _  d, ....... : . 
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The engineer l e t  out an explosion that sounJed like a " pop valve" letting 
lou s e , anJ suJJenly s l ammeJ the throttle shu t and hit the air brakes ! I f  
any eXjCer i enc ed engineman reilus thi s ,  he will I,now \,11a t happeneu neKt .  

Remember thil,t the :J o e  vJa S  running at ilbsolutely full thro'ttle and I \�a s 
f ir ing a s  harJ as I coul d .  Pressure ,las 3 0 0  psi . SuJdenly , shut-off ! 
I hac1 to knock ,the fire back to idle anu this meant il suuc1en coolin<J' of 
that hU<Je boiler ilnu it could not tal:e i t. \�e pullec1 seven flues ! 

I f  any of the uninitiateu read thi s , that meant that seven of those tubes 
thilt run throug!":_ the boiler were sudJenly J:,lovlin] s team and vlater into 
the huge f irebox , anu m a n ,  t1,a t j ust ain ' t  good . 

Oh, you \-lant to knol-] why thc enCjine8r shul.: o f f  so suudtSn ly ? OLay, For 
sc;ae reason that vie neV8r di s covcreJ , the semar hore went red ri'Jht in 
front of us . AccorJing to the Dool: of nules , it i sn 1 t  nice to pass a 
" red block" , so thil t caused the suuden shu t- of f  and resu l,tant fun . Oh 
yes , \-]e used a l l  o i l  lmrni n<j locoiaotives ou-t -; lest .  !Jefore the (J O O  c l a s s  
o r  Cha llenger c l a s s  cam West they \Jere converteJ f roi., coal to oil . Our 
only coal was horrible ! 

The rest o f  that tr ip was any thin,; but f un .  The hi gh es t \-112 could g et the 
pres sure was about 1 9 5p s i  aaa ins t  the 3 0 0  psi we should have had . I t  was 
a l l  " the engineer could Co to g e t  that dril -] s tar- ted up the h i l l  a<J a i n .  
:le limFeJ along aboCl t s i x  o r  seven �':P H  an'� u p  t o  about fif teen after we 
topped the hi ll . RememLer , a l s o ,  thilt thi s was before the Jal;s of radi o ,  
so we mus t  have rea lly upset the dispatcher ' s careful l}' laiJ plans . 

I tried overfiring with p lenty of black s,no];e . No good ! I tried too 
.1luch inj ector anil th",n 'coo l i t t l e _  Nothing workeJ . The en'Jineer Fut me 
on the trottle anu tri ed his haEu at it - and los -t ten pound s !  The water 
was j us t  winkin9 at us at the bottom of the water g la s s ! 

I�e l l ,  we 'Jot in and the last I saw o f  that eng ine was as it l imped over 
-the turntable and into the rounuLouse . 

AnJ while we are at i t ,  tLere v/as another incident a'c r.ci th ( P end leton) 
that diu involve il Challenger . I had been ealleu for a 2- 1 0- 2 on another 
dra'J freigh-t and \'Ie \-Jere j u s t  It/ai'cin,] for the pas s eng er train, the PortL:tnd 
Ros e ,  to Jet past so t11a t we cou lJ g o .  ,'7el l ,  he didn ' t 'Jet pas t .  

An 0- 6 - 0  d i s cover e,J that i t  Jid not pay to argue \Vith a Cha l lenger ! I t  
seems that this sui tcher S il:lp ly ;)act_ed out i n  front o f  tl �e passenger an.] 
was h i t  hard . I never JiLl hear "ha t happeneJ to the 0 - 6 - 0  but the smoke
box on the Challenger Has Lauly Ja.nageu . 

'lIe were the only locomotive avai lable ",i,th stearn up <lnd ready to go . The 
engineer and I were happily tjrowling at passenger creus that couldn ' t  
s tay on s cheuule \-]hen Ule Assistan t Superintendent Cilme runnin'J across the 
yard yelling some-thing at us . :lhat he wan-t ed was for us to take -tile 
Por tland Ro se to The Dalles 

There were 13 heavyweight cars on -that train and that en<Jine hardly felt 
i t .  In fact, I had a little trouble fir ing because there was not too 
mucl1 dra f t  as the engine vJaS not Imrking har:! . V-Je conldn ' t quite mal,e 
the scheduleu speed , so the train \�as la-ter into The Dalles then it woul,} 
have been by (jui te a bit .  I Vlil l  bet that this was the fastest trip ever 
maue by a 2- 1 0 - 2  over that subdivi s i o n .  I know that the cab \Vas dancing 
a j i� and so wen:: \Ie .  Have you ever tried to dri nk a cur of water in ti,e 
cab o f  a steam engine? 'j'his was when i t  \�as almos-t impossibl e !  �Je l l ,  at 
least Itle earned passenger pay . 
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