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!. 

EDITORS "TOTE: A special Trainmaster was sent out '�hich contained the 
noti ec since the regular February issue "met "i th production delays. 

CHAPTER IS DONATED EQUIPfclENT: 

meeting 

' " 

, .l. 

As _vas announced in the special issue .of the Trainmaster the Pacific North"Test 
Chapt';r has be<in donated ex-SP&S lounge-sleeping car 11600 "r.tt. Hood" 'and baggaGc , 
dorm 1176. Both of these pieces of equipoent "Tere to be delivered to the Chapter ",:

-
" , 

at a n  early date but some interesting' sidelights have occurcd since 'n otification _ _  ; ;"_ 
of donation. Because of a shortage of equipment on the Amtralt trains behTt9'en S",att1e 
and Chicago it became necessary to put the !cit. Hood back into service and of thi�-,,,,,, 
'�ritinG is making its second roudtrip bet�Teen Seattle and Chicago. Thus the : , ; 
J.ft. Hood "Till be in excellent shape "hen delivered to the chapter. Also one must, 
realize that the j,It. Hood >Tas the last sleepinr, car overhauled by the Pullman 
Comp:ir,i� a:fits'Calumet shops i,(+967: . " " . I • j .' , .' .J . 

There hus been set a tentative date fat its first operation on the 'Oregon, Pacif'ic, 
and Eastern RaihTay on Saturday, April 8, 1972. Additional details ' will be released 
as they become available. This trip >Till be for Chapter member's only to enjoy 
one of the finest pieces of railuay equipment O1-rned by any group. 

" ,', ' 
A member of the British Columbia provincial government has offiCially confirmed that 
cons idcration is being given to the buildinG of the lonC-!llrai ted railuDY link ,bet,{een 
the continental United States and Alaska. ':.i 

Franl, Richter, Hinister of Commerical Transport informed the Legislative Assembly 
that the Canadian . federal government and the Canadian National Railull¥ have agr,ccd 
to facilitate arrangements by "Thich British Columbia Railuay (formerly kn01-TD as, ,the 
Pacific Great Eastern Railuay) "ill have running rights on CNR trackaGe so as to 
extend rail servicc to Hhi te Horse in the Yukon Ter�i tory. Furthermore, theJ;'c,lIas 
been [llll'eement, he says, to allou the BC Rail'{1l¥ to extend a line to -Alaska., " , , 

! I. 

Thes c announcements fail to ,explain hOlT some of the le�al and constitutional 
diff'iculties are to be overcome, but it is apparent these arc not regarded ,as ,a pro­
blem. Indeed the nmr action. indicates the several ,governments and rai'luo,y, c1iJ;'l'lctor-
ates involved have satisfied tj:lemselves on 'procedural questions. ' ,', '[,' 

""', : . J 1, 
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From an American vieupoint, the importance of the announcement lies in the fact 
that the netuork of United States rail,mys will have access across Canadian 
territory to the borders of Alaska. Hov to direct the resultant traffic into the 
most useful service to the people of Alaska is a question for Alaskan officials 
and industrial firms doine busincss in that state, 

The extension of the British Columbia Railvay to the Alaskan border offers tuo 
competinr, routes for traffic betveen the northern state and its continental assoc­
iates. The BC Raihray runs north from Vancouver Ifhere the Burlington Northern 
Railroad has also an important terminus. Transfer of cargo from one to the other 
presents no rp;;ob,l,"T"" , ', I' , 

, .- (i :', :;;"" - .- . , 

On its 'my north the BC Raihray intersects the transc,ontinental line of the Canad­
ian ,Iational leadi�g from the :.'populous'east to.''til6''P!i<!'iffc' 'peort of Pr'i\i6e Rupet.ti�; 
The CHR has many po'ints of con1;nctwi th American rnUvays' leacting f:r'om the US ; ,;"", 
mid-Hest and the East into Canada. The opportunity for healthy competition betveen 
the Burlington Northern route via Vancouver and the cross-Canada 'rciu'te'from'\'Iinn:i.�eg 
and Toronto ,is one that should give sati,sfaction to shippers and eonswners. ',' ' . " " . J. �". ' 

' . . 
", -.:. . 

i:.earivh'i'it ' the British ,ColUmbia Raihray is pressing on with construction of its ',:. " .  I " .: " . ' I . . •  • .  

north''l.este�n branch 'headinG to,Tards Atlin and the Yukon border. Premier H .A. C. 
Bennett';' 'who' 'holds t'ttc reins of pm-TCr ciosely in his own hands as minister of finance. 
'and tile fis"al agent for 'the' Giant British C�lumbl'd:-HydrO and POlfer Authority may 
shortly mabi further q6tQ.ils iil')e\-1U' of"the' planii Bennett' has beej-{ secretly neBot-
i ting vi th Ottmm and othJr r6.ii,ray !!luriD-Benients.! '1')'[10 bie moment his" interest is 

. • " , ' . " _ .  " . ' . .  " - !, t· , " ,I., .j. I j .  . : • ,n.th dU'!''itl:ng attenhon to t�e:n5:ud?�elopment IS}? th ,respect to"� ts job-creating 
value in an era of heavy unemployment. ' 

I .• . 

Hith almost fanatical devotion to the old-fashioned Y!l!lkee devotion to thrift, Hr. 
Be�ne1;t has financed Bri tish Col�bia' development for 'the 'pa�t 26 :tears' on '11 bnl­
[ii;c"d bUd9�t basi� , Capital bor:�mfing'jor Hydro and �,}ii:dhir''il"velbphients earnihe 
their keep arc permitted" but for ,cddiriary administration of /sQve:r,-nmental affi:Lirs, 

• - . I ; . .  \ :_ '. " , " , _ , 
::r. Bennett has had surplus after'surplus in his accounts. ' ' .. , 

C. Horman Senior 

.comment,:, ,This \-1riter remembers ;rhen the PGE \-1as off<;lred for sa;!.e to any interested 
party: 'It "as reported th'at the' Great i-Tort'i>ern �U:ihed dm:'n the o'ffer and the " 

'" BC r,overnment' decided' to rehabilitate the ' PGE t!,,:'ritselv'es'. ' One can but speculate" 
. - " . , . " ' " ,  . 

the commanding position of the BN in British Columbia "trariportation if theGJI had.' 
d.ef'.i-d,ed to l;>uy the P(}E . . . ,,/.. . .- ' ' . , 

Lithe co�en:t Or ,SuBBestiol1s have come fcirthto extension of the' Alas]"", Ra'il:road! 
to the ilorth Slope oi,l fields . .oil pipelines"hilve the drmipael,' or-'being able to : 
move only a limited, type of prqducts ;Ihile a' railroad could back 'haul items that 
could be, Us,ed in the, interipr. Hith a rail link bet.,een Alaska and rest of the 
United States ;rith oil traffic large amounts of freight 1I0uld be availabe to 
help finance the line. There, "rould probably be little opposition from environmental 
grouPs since the railroad ls'the least damagrng of any tranportntion type on mans 
world. Large ,iktapped' deposits '.of minerals' 'and other natural resources "rould"li'e' 

, in the p-nth' of any US:"A;J.askarailroad and' \,re awaiting just the introduction 'Of;' 
transportation to nioire' the products, A 'railroad i.s also'to be able to cut the cost 
of li vinB in Alaska by 20%. This lIri ter ;ronders why more consideration has not 
been given to a railroad extension to haul out the oil. 

Ed Immel 

• 
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BEAVERTON STUDIES PLAN TO SOLVE TRAFFIC TIEUP 

FEBRUARY 1972 
--_._-, 

, ',: ;. ' , .. , ',: � , . I " 
The'uays--'Buiili.I!Bton Northli!fn box�8fS:will continue , :tQd;ie _',�p '.traffic in dO>7ntm-m, 
Beaverton appear at last t9 be, numbeHid."" 'Announceinenti.',i,ras , made recently of a ' 
spectacular high"8If-railroad',c;onsoIidatiori project thatwa� 'drawn up by the con':'" 

sultinll firm of Cornel, Howland, Hil¥es and r�erryfield. , , ' " r' 

BaSically the plan would re�ove the crosstown tracks of the Burlington Northern 
I ,  I " ' "" . 

Railroad from Lombard Street to Cedhr'Hills Boulevard and r oute Burlington Northern 
trains over Southern Pacific tracks that parallel 5th Street going west. Burling­
ton Northern tracl<s,:paFallel Sf, tra�ks, in the same roadbed into Beaverton from 
the south until l<ombaXid SlfFeet . ' ::, At' this point they split, Burlington llorthern, 

,) going across ,tm-m" and Southern Pacific gQirtg.directJ.y- "res't along 5th Street . 
. � .': . : ,' 

If the planned solution is follm,ed and both "li'nes use Southern Pacific tracks. 
, C'" they could split again at a point t,est of SH 145 Street. A nelT track would cross 

over Tu!llatin Valley HiGht'ray on an overpas,s and reconnect tlith existing Burlington 
' Nbrthern tracks which oontinue on into P�rtland. '

,The spur and overpass 'lOud be 
located at a point just beyond the General Hotors plant on Tualatin Valley High,�ay. 

Art 'Morfi t, Portland General Electric Company, and Beaverton City !-Ianap,er, Iiawrence 
Sprecmr, l1ashington County Admil}istrator Richard llilbrodt, and Tri-llet board 
member Robert Heil have been ",orkin&, on the plim for a number of years . One or 
their bin obstacles has been' the ' inability of the t",o railroad to work out an agree­

ment for dual ,use of the Southern Pacific tracks through Beaverton. "Burlington 
lIorthern is ,our biggest competitor' in the area" a Southern Pacific spDkesman said. 

I ; . .  

THIS jJ' THAT 

An era in public transportation in th�y'est ,dll come to an end on 1,larch 1; 1972 
when '1ri-llet �rill, .ope-rate the last 19,47 !!'ack bus in the city 'of Portland. These 

must be the lon[>est lived vehicles in use in any lar[>e bus fleet in the country; • • • •  

. . • • • ". Portland ,Terminal Railroad is r.cpaintin[> its all-ALCO fleet light [>ray. 
The only lettering is a large PTR in black on the cab sides and the engine nUl1lber. 
Still. applied Dn the bottom of the cab is a small "DE" to shmr that it is a diesel 
electric engine., ,Didn't knmr, they had any, steam left! . . . • . . . . . •  A new door has been 
put into the depot at.,l,ja,drQ&, Orecon to 'allow for a private entrance for the new 
Roadmcster's pDsition that has been created there . . . . . . . . . •  New motive power pools 
have been put into operation over the Burlin(lton lforthern and Southern Pacific 
etf'ective February 12. The last power pool was set up bett-Teen the SP and then 
Northern Pacific nith rumors of each railroad sending "junlt" to operate on the 
other's tracks. Last neeks first train had two net,r BN GP encines and an ex-SP&S 
FA on the point . . . . • . • . . . .  The Amtrak "Coast Starlight" is now almost all ex-Santa 
Fe equipment .,,� . . • . • . .  Alaska Railroad has purchased a number' of Union Pacific dome 
cars and coaches for use on their passen[>er trains bet�reen Fairbanks and AnchDrage • 

. .  • • • ". Yreka Western 1/19 is receivinlj overhaul, at the Oregon, Pacific and Eastern 
shops for duty,this summer on the popular excursion trains out of Cottage Grove . . . . 

. •  _ • _ " There ,is no truth to the statements that the SP&S Technical Society has " 
been donated a SP&S FA type locomotive. Previoiis reports have been mostly wishful 

" ,  thi.nl<ine; that J;1lfye bee,n greatly expanded�. _ . .  ; . Latest Continental Airlines add 
, !, 'j " a,tat es "The be.st, run company .in the sky is helping Amtrak be the best run company 

on tne Ground;" To learn to do somethinil' ril'iilly \�ell- take lessons from the best. 
l-1hen the manacement of Amtrak- America's new natiomdde r ail system- wanted to 
instill in their employees a real desire to make passengers feel comfortable 
and happ y  they came to. us'! ............. . 
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I . • A ne'f book, The St. Louis-San Francisco Transcontinental Railroad: The Thirty-­
fifth Parallel Pro,lect. 1853-1890. is scheduled for release in February�y tne 

. . � � . ... - .... ..... 

Uni versi ty Press of Kansas.. It is the first full·-Iength investigation of the 
attempt' to build a railrod, to :the �le'st·"eO'o.st along the thirty-fifth paro.J,.lel .during 
the nineteenth century. '. ,i .. 

H. Cl:lJ.i� "I!ii,(,r, assistant professor of history at Hichita State University, i�" the" ""'j" ,lct:'h· , 'iJ(v; author ,9ii
.
;
t�.

e volume. 

Research ''Cdr the "book took the .autJior'to old railroad warehouses and basem\,J;1t vault's··'." 
of corpofti.��of'fice building, ,·;ii�r" lie pored over letter files faded with·age. '" .?J,E 
Newspapers';' "government documents, diaries, and previously untapped corporate records ( . 
aided him in reconstructinp; the story of the enormous enterprise. ' .• ») 

• 

The purpQ's,;,' 'of the railway system was to establiSh a snow-free route to San Francis'co, 
where th.Fvast wealth of Asiatic Colll!llerce could be found. The attempt to realize 
this dre!iJh' caused the organization, struggles, and ultimate ruin of five di'Herent' ; 
railway corporations. '",' 

Operation and construction of the project met with labor troubles, faulty admin­
istration;" fickle public sentiment, and the whims of fate. Indian terri toria! 
<!isputes 'dfid the American civil Har disrupted the progress. . " ' . . 
Miner's acbount includes revealing pottraits.of some of the most notable figures 
in' that ern of American hintory, such' as "Pathfinder" John C. Fremont, Jay GOuld, 
C.P. l!untinp;ton, and Joseph SclifSlllan. J.1aps, illustrations, and excerpts from 
speeches are contained in the volume. . 

The book has already been praised by noted historians �Iatthew Josephson and 1,Iilton 
S. Eisenhower. Josephson said, "The book r;ives a good slice of the real U.S. rail­
r01idi'bUildi·ng Americana replete with Indian tribes cheated of their lands by the 
rafhray f,rabbers and the' government. 1'10 one has covered the Indian angle better'."" 

. 1'� , 

Eisenhm'Ter called the book " 
nliiEiteenth. c'entury Ameri�a." 
t." '" : 

a valuable contribut'ion to' the . historical record of' 
. ,!. 

1 ', i- '; 

, ; . : ; 

"'Miner received 
doctorate from 

;dri"the' history 

his B.A. and :·l.A. degrees frOm l-Tichita ··State· UniverSity, and his 
the University' of Colorad�.. ,He is ' the author' of' numerous.' arti'cle$": 
of American railroads.·.; i . . . . '.' l '. i . ;': 

t" r. " " .  . " . 

1.1 , 

l!AD DAlY AT FENN 

• t • • • . ' - -�·�'�'�'�:�'0'- � � 
"' . 

: . 1\'.. ; ," . < 
. .. , ,! 

i., ; . ii: r 
. � . 

Eacll' '_inter some railroad - if not every railr��d'-' :has "severe snow troubles;' .' rifis 
yeli� 'r .... s · no exception as heaVy snmTs were eviden� iri'many areas, but the Cunia'fJ" ,. "'.P:ta::b'e,., Rai·lroad gets the "honors" , . 

' " ,t, " . . , .',i I. 
: •... . ·r·· .. !'· . .- ',l': 

::'/;'" !.\� 'if. ',' 

'Hi th . snows. falline early as' Octobei1"; the Camas Praire line from Lewi�to'n ' . r'd'nho 
. 

to Gz:angev1:1.Jie. became a battlegrourid' -early, pa:;.tic·ualarly in' the- areas of' F�nn' 'fd�ho . neat tMJtop Qf the grade. o'ut of the Clearwater li'iver Valley. :Northern'. P";cffic' 1/6' 
belpaire"fireboxed steam 'ro'ta:r:("stationed on :�pe Camas Praite (CP is j �i�1\v "6Jned

' 
by 

,
Union· ·Pae.ific· and. Burlinv,tonNorthern) was,. p;ressed . �nto'serViee earl;!.!",,' than normal. 

·:r ," , . I ( . . ,/: ': ,j ;. ' , ,' . , i . . :, � I . '11'1' . "' ': . : I i' 
• •  J 

" 
'j:,'! . ; . • ,. . " ,  :i:-

... ': I! ,',', 
:'" 

;!"; •• . : r ... ,'I: 

• 
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After December 8th, snow began piling up and on December 17th U.P. GP9 #201, 
leading an eastbound freight to Grangeville, became stuck in drifts one nile east 
ot'-Craigmont. __ j3q!;)l._�nits of the freight and the 33 cars were helpless as the lead 

. truck of "the 201 derailed' and it tdok'''g' 25-= crew until 4:34 p.m. the next day, 
some 29 hours and 19- minutes later, to' 'free the train and get rolling again through 
the 20 foot high, 600 foot long drifts. December and January saw periods of record··-·· .... 
high winds - causing this predicament-and others druing the next two months. 

The snow watch continued for a month, "l:d early in January rotary #6 was put into 
use clearing the tracks near Fenn ( in the same area) after bulldozers had shoved 
threatening snow'down on the tracks. A call from Portland tipped this writer of the 
events, however: Le>Tiston crews confirmed that it was only routine work and no work· 
was conte;llplated for the weekend. The rotary had just completed a two week visit 
to Camas Prairie's East Lewiston shops for minor repairs needed after early winter 
work. 

Shortly after this routine work was completed, another storm drifted the line shut 
again. Date was January 7th, and #6, in initial work on the drift, suffered what 
was described as major damage, and several days later an ex-Great Northern diesel­
electric rotary from Whitefish (although it looked like #1826, most recently at 
Hillyard) finally arrived. The diesel-electric rotary and four Geep pushers got 
the line to Grangeville open in 12 days. 

For the Camas Praire it hasn't been a particularly bad winter compared to many of 
those of the past five decades, but it looks like the end for #6- truly a bad day 
at Fenn, Lewiston, and everywhere else where a fan of Rotary #6 lives. 

Mike Denuty 

NEIGHBORLY TRAIN AND BUS SEATING 

Urban commuters would probably use short-haul mass transit vehicles more often if. 
the design and layout of the seating we�e related to the people rather than to beer 
cans, states l�, R.L. Lepper, Professor of Design at Carnegie-Mellon University. 
"The "beercan or shoulder-to-shoulder pack" of traditional seating forces passengers 
into contact with their neighbors, resulting in "prolonged face-to-face interactions 
and other psychological and physical stresses". If, he adds, the passenger is on 
his first or one-hundredth trip in a superbly air-conditioned and vibration-free 
vehicle of a splendidly-planned new system on an ideal schedule at half the fare of 
the old system, he will ultimately be miserable if he experiences "invasion of his 
person or indignities by neighbors". The Professor proposes replacement of conven­
tional longitudinal and crosswise seating in urban railway trains and buses by 
single seats facing the center gangway 6.t an angle. This would offer more privacy 
and ease of movement. The single seat in series and at an angle, he claims, is 
clearly-defined territory for a passenger. Creation of such territories reduces 
threats of independence not only from bodily contacts but from different "codes of 
behaviour" among passengers. Threats include clothing, "drunkards, oglers, sprawlers, 
sleepers, and irrational prejudices. The proposed single seats and shift in axis 
would add 2-2 1/2 in to' gangway widths and would reduce the stress resulting from 
impeded entry and exit characteristics of traditional seating patterns. There would 
be no restriction in the numbers of seated and standing passengers in a vehicle of 
given dimensions. An alternative would be elimination of all seats, enabling pass­
engers to escape specific sources of stress. Another would be to abandon urban t ransit 
v�hicles for mini-car systems. 

British Rail is going to adopt the Southern Pacific's TOPS computer system to help 
control car movement in England. Modern Railroads 
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Minutes of the January meeting, January 21, 1972 

The meeting was called to order by President John Holloway at 8:00pm. 

The minutes of the November meeting were approved as read. 
a financial report for the year in which he showed that the 
1971 exceeded income by $266.27. 

,Trea:sui;'� 
Chapter's 

Rocket gave 
expenses for 

:.'.' Al Zimmerman reported that the library in){66m 
that additional space,,<clsewhere is needed. 

1; has' 'run out ,of" storage' spa,ce and 

�. j 

Jack Holst .r,epo<tted·bn. the followingi ' ' 
L ' A lette�- ·has be&n'feceived from Gunnar L. Henrollie stating that he is inter­
ested in restoring the.SP 4449 for possible operation or having the Chapter restore 
the locomotive to Baylight colors. Jack will reply to Mr. Henrollie. 
2 .. Two groups of !:lovi� makers are 10 '<ing for short line locations in wester!), Oregon 
as possible motion picture si t,es . 

. ",-
3 .. The .sumpter Valley restoration at Baker, Oregon is continuing. TIre group has 
a shop building and has started rebuilding equipment for operation. . . . 
4. 'Wori> on' the Shay "Peggy" has been interuptedby·the holidays and cold weather. 
A new smoke box bottom is being furnished by the Lynch Co. for $45.00. Work will 

'--:"'continue as weather permits·. An agreement has been reached with the Western FQI;esty . • 11 " . , . " 
Center fpr transfer of the Peggy and the disconnected log truoks from the Oaks to . '" ( . 'a: display track to be built at the Center. In return the Western Fores·ty' Center 
will lease the LP&N #680, now stored at Grand Ronde, Oregorl, t o the Chapter. 
5. Willard Berry has donated a quantity of rail to the Chap,tet,:,- , . The 1'a11, located 

,near Tillamook, is in poor condition and is being picked up.�by'.:.a: crew '6� chapter ::, 
melilbers for sa,le as scrap. ' . . :. " .' .. -

6 . . The S!'&S,..lllotive power book has been delayed by the publisher due to the production 
of the SP: ·t(l,a.ti v,e . power annual. 
7. The Union' Pacific stack at Albina Shops has been saved through the efforts of 
Don I;avidson. 

_ ":1:,1(,"' 
Ed Berntsen repOrted, the 'following: 
1. ·On January 1;L. :the"cna'rter was presented to the Willamette Pacific Chapter at 
Eugene. 
2. Ed will be writing an article on the NRHS for the BN Portland Region newsletter 
a t the BN' s request. 

Roger Phillips moved that the Chapter renew its memb�rship in the Sumpter "Valle:c . 
restoration group at a cost of $10 .00. Motion seconded and :passed.· : " . . ' 

..•. . 

-. ",' i:;i ; 
The meeting was adjourned at the Western Foresty 'Center and the 1'!9�:r;am of logging 
movies· by Jack Holst followed refr.eshments by Cota Jackson. ' . ,. i."jr,,· 

Respectfully submitted, 
Chuck Storz, Chapter Secretary 

, -' 
- - �:- - - - - - - - .-..: . . " . 

CAN AMTRAK DO ANYTHING RIGHT? 'l)W\ opinion by Carl Spangler 
• •  " �I 

Will the improvements undertaken by the National Railroad Passenger Corporation 18a,f' .-.- . ': -to public acceptance of :r:assenger trai,ns, or are all ' of Amtrak "s actions doomed in , 
advance? Even granting ·good faith on the part of the railroads, the b).-o.ther;hood, and" . . ! fl'.." the De:r:artment of Transportation, a serious obstacle remains to be overcome. ·People ". 
simply don't judge railroad :r:assenget service by the. same standards 'they, a;pply, to ' ':' 
other forms of public transportation. Some exampleS from rec·ent·, personal e�periences' 
will illus tra te: . . 

;c' :c' '" '., '" ., '.' . - - : -{ .�'-

• 

• 
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(1) While waiting for the Empire Builder in Minneapolis recently, I 
couldn't help but overhear the remarks of a man seated across from me. He was 
complaining loudly. His gripe was that there was a twenty minute delay between 
the arrival of the train from Chicago and the boarding time for westbound 
passengers. Now at virtually any airport one has to wait for 20-30 minutes 
after a plane's arrival until boarding begins. Furthermore, in Minneapolis 
station has adequatc comfortable seating for everyone and is certainly more 
spacious, if some"hat more spartan, than the check-in counter at any airport. 
Yet this man was grumbling, "You can certainly see why people fly!" Can you? 
I can't, at least not on the basis of his stated complaint. 

-. 
(2) An acquaintance of mine took the train from Tacoma to Chicago. 

Naturally I was interested in his opinion when he returned. "Terrible!" he 
said. ''Why?'' I asked? "They made me take a bus out to somewhere near Auburn 
to get the train," ',laS his answer. He admitted that the bus did leave directly 
from the Tacoma station and took him right to the side of the train. He also 
acknowledged that it cost him nothing extra, but he was still outraged. "They 
sold me a train ticket from downtown Tacoma to downtown Chicago by train", was 
his protest. I pointed out that an airline ticket from Tacoma to Chicago does 
not provide transportation from one city center to the other. "Doesn't it 
bother you to have to pay an extra $2,50 to take a limousine 20 miles to an 
airport in the next county when your ticket reads from Seattle-Tacoma?" I 
asked. "Of course not," was the ans"er. "That's the airlines. That's dif­
ferent.If 

(3) What about the food in the dining car? Everyone knows how expensive 
it is. Or is it? Last fall I flew to California via an airline that offers 
the choice of "coach", but not in "economy" class. The sole difference is that 
you get a meal in "coach" but not in "economy". The difference in price, and 
therefore the cost of the meal, was $5.00. I doubt that it's possible to pay 
$5.00 for breakfast or lunch on a train, even at diner prices, but let's look 
at dinner. On the Empire Builder in December, I had a dinner that cost me 
$5.00, tax and tip included. It was at least three times larger than thc most 
generous airline meal, and I .ould judge it to be far superior in quality. It 
was graciously served at a table with 'liner, china, and solver, by an attentive 
waiter who had only three tables to take care of, not half of a 727. Less 
expensive meals are available, and of course I was not required to purchase any 
food at all if I didn't',care for any. Hy meal on the train "Was superior in 
every "ay to the meal ;on the plane and for the same amount of money. But just 
ask anyone what form of transportation 'offers the passenger the best deal on 
fODd, and fe" will suggest ,that it's the train. 

The preceeding examples are not unusual. In fact they are all too typical of 
American attitudes towardS trains. The critical question is, "Why?" One can 
understand the public's rejection of unreliable, shoddy service, but why do 
people cite instances in "hich rail travel is clearly superior-as-.exaro.ples of 
why they dislike it? Is it because the single factor of speed is so all im­
portant that nothing els! matters 1 Is it because of the enduring 19th century 
robber-baron image of the railroads? 'dhatever the reasons, Amtrak "Will have to; 
id'entify them and find a strategy for ,overcoming them. Amtrak officially exists 
only for a relatively short', experimental period. Many legitimate complaints 
about pre-Amtrak service can be corrected, given adequate time and funding, but 
unless the widespread public negativism to"Wards rail travel can be overcome, there 
will be neither time nor funding. Working to create a positive new attitude 
to"Wards rail travel should be a primary concern not only of Amtrak's public 
relations staff, but of all those who still hope for the survival of the pass­
enger train in America. 

Tacoma Chapter, Trainaheet 
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BN AI.CO POWER - STATUS REPORT 

The days of the older ex-SP&S Alco power on the BN appear to be definitely numbered. 
FA-1.#4l02 and the only remaining FA-2 #4126 are stored out or service at Vancouver, 
Wash. FA-1 #4118 was reported to have blown several pistons but was observed in oper­

ation on 2/27/72. Just six other FA-l's are still in service: 4100, 4104, 4108, 
4114, 4116.and 4120. 

The following S-2'5 are out of service: #940 was sold to Schnitzer Industries during 
Jan., 1972. Numbers 936, 937 and 939 are stored at Vancouver. RS-3's #4069, 4071 
and 4076 are also in the Vancouver dead line. 

RS-2's 4000, 4001 and 4002 are to be stored at Pasco, Wash. for seasonal use during 
the sugar beet harvest in the 140ses Lake, Hash. area. 

S-l #11 has been leased to the Valley & Siletz Railroad while their G.E. 70-tonner 
#5 is being repaired at the G.E. service shop in Portland. 

THE TRAINMASTER has learned, unofficially, that the BN plans to phase out all former 
SP&S Alco pmfer under 2400 HP by the end of 1972. Camera fans are advised to take 
their photos·now. 

L.C.L.: BN SH1500's #300 and #301 were seen for the first time in the Portland-Van­
couver area late in Jan. • • • • The BN has assigned five new SW1000 switch engines 
(nos. 385 through 389) to the Portland-Vancouver area' to replace Alco power being 
retired • • • •  The Union Pacific is, reported to be dismantling its locomc;tive back 
shop at Albina (Portland). This wO.rk will presumably be transferred to the Salt 
Lake City shops . • • •  BN and SP have resumed their motive power pool on Seattle­
Eugene run-through trains. The pQol was previously in effect from Feb., 1967 until 
Feb., 1969. Two SP GP35's, #6612 and 6679, were scheduled to·be turned ,oVer to the 
BN on Feb. 14 to balance the pool. BN engines will run through 'to Eugene but SP 
power willnnot go north of the Portland depot for the present. • • • Paul Guernsey, 
writing for The C.T.C.Board,reports that FH&D SWl #602 is at Va..'1couver, �lash. for 
repainting. It will be renumbered BN 104 and will be put into service on the Walla 
Walla Valley Ry. with BN S,ll #77. 

A usuaily reliable source has indicated to the Trainmaster that Freeman Hubbard has 
finally discovered the elusive Sasquatch which romes the western woods (and r,ilroads). 
Watch Railroad Magazine for this startling development. 

• 

• 
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THE TRAI ��STER -- EXT R A E D I T I O N 

February 11, 1972 

The February Heetin£ of Pacific Northwest Chapter NRHS will be 
held in the Burlington Northern Assembly Room in the East Freight­
house at Northwest 11th & Hoyt Streets in Portland. The meeting 
will begin at 8 p.m. Friday, February 18. Program will feature 
John Horrison presenting slides of his recent trip to Australia, 
showing past and present motive power and the activities of 
Australian rail equipment preservation societies. This is John's 
second Australian program for the Chapter; his November 1970 
presentation was one of the most' interesting programs we have yet 
seen. Everyone is urged to attend. 

Burlington Northern has donated SP&S sleeper-lounge No. 600, 
the "HOUNT HOOD", and heavyweight baggage-dormitory car SP&S 76, 
to Pacific Northwest Chapter. Both cars were in use between 
Portland and Spokane on BN passenger trains through Hay 1, 1971, 
and have been stored at King Street Coach Yard in Seattle since 
Hay 9 following start of AHTRAK operations. We are extremely 
pleased to receive the cars, and sincerely appreciate BN's 
contribution to our historical and educational endeavors. BN 
President Robert W. Dmming has informed the Chapter BN will prepare 
the cars for movement to Portland in freight service, and take care 
of the airbrake and journal repacking which may be needed in order 
to make the cars suitable for interchange to the Southern Pacific 
at Portland. Upon arrival, we will send the cars deadhead in SP 
freight service to Cottage Grove, Oregon, where arrangements have 
been made with the Oregon, Pacific & Eastern RailIVay to store the 
cars and use them on occasional OP&E excurs

·
ion trips. 



- 2 -

Valley & Siletz Railroad, operating 40.6 miles between Independence 
and Valsetz, Oregon, has temporarily leased BN (ex-SP&S) Alco 660-hp 
diesel switcher No. 11,· an SW-l, while repairs are made at the GE 
service facility in Northwest Portland to V&S No. 5, a GE 70-tonner, 
which arrived February 8. BN 11 was seen in Albany February 9 enroute 
on SP to Independence. 

Southern Pacific and Burlington Northern have again started running 
power through Portland on Seattle-Eugene runthrough trains. First 
BN engines venturing on SP south of Portland depot this time were 
GP-35 2538, GP-20 2067, and FA-l 4116, which left Seattle on BN 145 
February 10 and departed Portland as SP symbol l/BNW-ll about 6am Feb. 11 
through to Eugene, and returned Eugene to Seattle on 2/BNE-ll aN 150 
Feb. 11. Power on 149-11 out bf Seattle about 2am Feb. 11 went through 
Portland about 9 am leaving on SP as 2/BNW and trading off between Brooklyn 
and Eugene: to return to Seattle on SP 1/BNE-ll/BN-146 Feb. 11. 

·These eng�nes were BN 2541-2517-2200. This will be regular routine, 
and SP engines will not venture north of Portland depot in this pool 
for the immediate future, except for GP-35's 6612 and 6679 which are 
expected to be delivered to BN at Portland about Feb. 14 for use anTNhere 
on BN to balance the pool. 

Original runthTough trains between NP-SP through Portland were started 
February 1, 1967, with SP and NP F-units running through Seattle-Eugene 
unt il February 1969. The cabooses have continued .. through, but not engines 
again until today. 

L.C.L.: A new smoke box bottom has been manufactured at the Lynch Co. in 
Portland for ex-Stimson Lumber Shay No. 1 ("Peggy") and will be installed 
as soon as the services of a weider can be obtained • • • •  Work on restoring 
the disconnected log trucks has begun with replacement on the spring bolsters 
• • • •  Work parties continue at Oaks Park on this equipment, 1 p.m. till dark 
each Saturday • • • •  Hork party to salvage donated rail at Tillamook was held 
January 15. Credit is due Ken Dethman, Jim Gilmore, Jack Holst, John Holloway, 
Noel Nelson for slogging through the mud to drag this rail out of the woods. 

Another rail work party at Tillamook planned when the mud dries out • 

• 

• • Zimmerman, Hollmvay, Holst, and Gilmore braved the snows of the Siskiyous 
and Mount Shasta in H91st's Corvair Jan. 29 to take in a fabulous excursion 
run by Pacific Locomotive Association with McCloud River Railroad's 2-6-2 No. 25 
from McCloud to near Hambone and McCloud to nearly Mount Shasta City. Distance 
away from McCloud was limited because the water tanks were all frozen except 
at NcCloud. 

February TRAI��STER delayed due to production problems and will be 
mailed shortly. This "Extra" carries the meeting notice and the fabulous 
news of BN's donation. More in the TRAI�STER on these cars. 
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