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QUIZ 

Here is a quiz for the Southern Pacific fans out there. Just m�·-r 
the tr ain numbers �Jith the train names (year 1935). Probably ( ". 

hardest quiz to date l 

1&2 
--3&4 

5&6 
----7&8 

11&12 
--13&14 

15&16 
--17&18 

27&28 
-�55&56 

69&70 
---75&76 

303&304 
---819&820 

A. Border Limited 
B. Tehaohapi 
C. Klamath 
D. Sunset Limited 
E. Sunset Mail 

F. Golden State Limited 
G. Coaster 
H. Imperial 
I. Apache 
J. Cascade 
K. vlest Coast 
I.,. Sunbeam 
M. San Francisco-Ov.erland Limited 
N. Lark 

(Answers el sewh ere in this issue) 

P ACIFIC GRRAT EASTER1\J B LO"trJS UP COMPETITION f S BRIDGES 

Can there be any personal sat isfaction in blowing up one of your 
competitor's bridges? 

For the PGE's Doug Whiffin, Engi neer Special Duties, it was all in 

the line of duty. En gi neer 1tJhiffin leads a double life. 1Nhen not 
working for the PGE, he 13 Major Doug Whiffin of the 6th Field 
Squadron, North Vancouver. 
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Pacific Great Eastern Blows up Competitionts Bridges (Cont.) 

Recently Major irJhiffin>�a� the coU@ander of an exercise involving 
the demoli tion of a hug� railwaY'bridge at Mile 22.7 on the aband­
oned CPR Kettle Valley in th e Coquihalla. The 375 foot long timber ------ �t�r�e�st1e:or�dge, Quilt by the CPR �n Tgij8 and abandoned in 1959, re- ' 
(].uired two detonations to br:i.�g i tdoWh. The bridge bel onge d to .' 
North Pacific Mines and company officials plan to salvage the timbe'r,s 
for shoring material in the mines. , 

After the blast, Major 1�Thiffin:had 'to admit that it was a great op­
portunity to work with a real demoliti on target or this size. 

PGE ilCouplerH 

AS 'IT' WAS 

Today t�ying to get around the state of Oregon by passenger train 
can be a trying experience. But no� too many years ago, most towns 
of importance in Oregon could be reached by train. Thirty-five 
year$ ago". yo� qould take. a trail:!- betw��n,: . ' . : . . " ' . 
Southern Pacific " 

Portla6d-Marshfield 
Portland-Tillamook 
Portland-San Francisco 
Portland-lVoodburn-Mt. Angel':"Silverton 
Whiteson-Gerlinger 

' . 
Gerlinger-Independence 
Albany-Corv�llis-Toledo 
Albany-Shelburn 
Corvallis-Monroe 
Albany-Mill City 
"'Jillamina-illThi te son 
Alpine Junction-Bell Fountain 
Salem-Dallas 
Dallas-Black·Rock 
P6r�land-�shland: 
Lakeview-R eno 

Union Pacific 
Portland-Huntington 
POl"�t land;...Sp�okane 
La Grande-J0seph 

. Ontario-Burns 
Vale-Brogan 
Huntington-Robinette 
Pendleton-Spokane 
He.ppner Juncti:on-Heppner 
Ar:lington-Con don 

' 

Biggs-Shaniko 
· The Da2.1e s -Bend 

',I 

" 

,:- ... . 

:, 

. i."
: " 

.� '. 5 . 
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As It Was (Contd.) 

SP&S Syste m 
Portland-Spokane 
Portland-Se aside 
Portland-Be nd 

Short Line s 
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Hood River-Parkdale (Mt. Hood Railroad) 
Portland-Ore gon City (PEPCO) 

Gresham 
Boring 

Prineville-Prineville Jet. (City of Prineville Ry.) 
Kinzua-Condon (Condon, Kinzua & Southern Ry.) 

CAR #5 98 �rJHERE ARE YOU? 

3 

The chapterts ope n air observation car #.598, the Miln,)). Gillespie, 
made what will likely be its longe st journe y while owned by the 
organization. The car had been arbitrarily �uled unsafe for main­
line ope ration when the Bay Are a Electric Railway Association re ­
que sted the use of the car. It had originally bee n  scheduled to 
travel on the ir all-sle eping car train be tween Portland and M t. 
Shasta (BN-MCRRR) but someone down the line had d e cide d that since 
it had friction bearings, it couldn't travel on the BN mainline. 
A telephone call between San Francisco and st. P aul finally okaye d 
the use of t he car, but the pe rmission was given only in voice 
since there was no time to put out a message. 

When the Bay Are a group arrived in Portland, all PNW Chapte r had 
w as a copy of the original denial of use of the c ar. That same 
morning t he SP&S roundhouse at Vancouver had burne d down, and 
trying to g e t  an official to rele ase the car proved to be almost 
impossible. Finally at 9:00 pm, the pe rmission w as given and 
e arly on Sunday morning, September 6th, the car was switched on to 
the rear of the sle e per spe cial in Union Stati6n. 

The trip to S hasta w as uneventful e xcept f or one case of sticking 
brakes which was quickly repaired. One sidelight of the trip�, 
usually on t he rear e nd of trains, the 598 found itself on the 
he adend on the McCloud after the diesels had to run around the 
train at a swi tchback, and' proceed up a 4 percent grade. 1�li th 17 
sleeping cars tie d on the rear end, the 598 made some strange and 
wonderous noises from t he strain but it came through unscathed. 
At le as t  this proved to us the soundness of her construction! 

The return trip was supposed t o  have been the reverse route. The 
McCloud turne d it over t o  the BN who rushed it to itJishram where 
it stayed for almost a we ek. It se ems that with no reporting 
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C&r #598 Where Are You? (Contde) 

marks oh-the �ar,-thD.,BN.ha� go idea what to do with the 85 foot 
-mon-ster and just hoped. it VJou:J:rd'O"gO'·. ·awE.y�- --Pinal-1,y; �fn��wor-d-Came 

aI'ound to move it to Portland wilsre :.t finally retUrned a.fter' almost 
three weeks on the road� All in all, it was a good job by those 
concerned� The BN just doesntt get an 85 foot, maroon, open air 
observation Gar everyday� Chuck St:· .. � has since added .our' PNWC 
x'eporting marks to the car and on future jaunts, she will be prop­
erly identif:i.edo 

,dHY NOT USE ON FRONT AVENUE? 

A roadway improvement project in May 1969 brought Moraine, Ohio, 
the first of two rubber grade c�'ossings wi thin the ci ty r. The 24-
foot wide, two-track crossing was installed by the B�ltimore and 
Ohio Railroad as its share of the joint project. The £lexible 
materials vJere purchased by the City of Moraine at·8, 'cbs·t of 
$4,172<>66. Man1..1f[�;;tu:-{'er of the c!'o-ssin� v.Tas the Good'year rrire and 
R'ubber Company,. Ti.18 Y'ubbor I'ailroad c:'os si ng assem.blyis flush" 
with the rails and will maintain the relationship, not deform to.be­
come bumpy 1-:lc8 9. trad{tior:.al crossing. Helatively simple to install: 
tho crossings do require gooo. 1:Jorl{fiansl'!.ip for the Ini tial installa­
tion. The rubber crossings have proven to be much smoother than 
the timber cro·s sibgs they rep=�acod � 

Editors Note: While g:"ads' c:"cssings and public highways may no'� 
seem to bO 'T,/sry 5.rnpo�.7..;ar1�� to :tri3 aVe:. ... L�S9 c�t:"zen,· ono can onJ.y· 
Honder the attituQe,.th3 g3l18:,:,ul lJ-;'J.bl::.c ·chat . ases such a s'C:2?8et as " 
Front Avenue has tovrards tt.e rai!.·!"'oad'S as the'ir car is to"rn asunde'�" 
by a rough,grads crossing6 

In these da�s of fancy e:ect�Dnic gadgets that have been applied to 
railroads, it is ref�Gshi6g to see some old-fashioned ho�se S8nse 
applied-Lo G. prdblcIDe Ti.'13 O::.�i.s8a Ce:n-ent Ltd. in India needed a 
switch erigin9 f or their pl$�to A nearby hunting preserve wa� being" 
brokon up and the la?gs st2ble of elephants were·for salea The 
cem8nt comp'any' :pl1.rchasad several of the beast s and put them' harc1 at" 
work movi ng C2�S" �1��8. : e:l.sphants no"t only can move thl�ee loaded 
ca�s but have been tr�in8d to threw the switches with their trunks! 

. ANSHERS TO' QUIZ 

D, F, C, E , J: , L)'}( , J, M , B , :  G, N, A J H . 
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11 Ships and Narrow Gauge Rails", the St;o�"�J of the Pacific Coast 
Compan1 by Gerald M. Best - Howell-North, Berkeley, Californi�> 
1964, $6,00. 155 pagesc. . 

While this book has b'een 'around for some six years, your reviewer; 
has only recently had occasion to read this work since its acquisi�. 
tion by the Chapter Library. My apologies to ItJerry

Yl Best for taking 
so long to get to this book as it dese�ves reading by every historian 
of the Pacific Northwe st f s' railways. ' , 

About two-tllir.ds 0+ the, bo'o� is' cori,:�e�c'?ned vJith,:the st02.�Y of ths 
no.rrow'gauge Pb.cific CCs.st,. Rai=_way:;' w:' th·tte balanG,e c01,"er,ing t::.:3 
other related ,railrcads 8Dd stE.)ain8hips" 'By only r.eal. :e:?iticism . . is " 
that Ii Jerryll didn T t go into the' Seattle area lines 5-n the .. :d.�t�LLJ. 
with which hG di d t�ls C21ifo:�nia opel'2.tions � 

. 

Roste:rs arc · inc. l uce d .. with p'not:cs of mes t locomotives and �8preS$:1t·.., 
ative rolling stock ... " A. ship ,,�o13t8'r is in::;ludec1 fo::." the bast buffs.7 
Lacking are :Lnfo2matio.q.o::> :phgtos cr' a Port Townsend Southern 
locomotive #858 which is noc in the ::'-'0 seer or accounted fol", Thi�· . .  " 
is a minc:ritem and C008 nc'� cJ.et�.�ac·j i·.;.'::;:�l the \t8.1�:.o ,)f ttL8 '>!0:''' k" 
ltd h,-.1.·· ghly ·r .. ·. ('\ C r.YYl"ne'. �. d .t·.l·l � <::I b' .� u� .1{ . '>:':1 � " In' ;: 1."·s :s .. ··t··n l�' . ...., ·'T �lo :; ...., �." . .  � e ' 1

.
' --1�·1'1 0'1 a'J. '" • .�, v .L i .:.!. ,LJ, . ,  � .L ._.1 'oJ l H"_�" " .L ,± Cl� <..,I. � c..1. ...... ..L " V ol ....... '''01. 

Howell-North; or;', on .. loan frOiU tb.;J Pl\l1rJ' Ch8.pter'" Library. . !" " . 

...
. . Jac·k 1"I. ,Ho::Lst 

NEll'l SCHEDULE FOR SP .!iSUNSETY! 

Transcontinental railroad .sleepihg .c'fl;r, s·ei-,vic·e.---first in the na-cl.cn 
in sev8PO,l y;3a.::."'S---�s a S8l"'vice inipi-'oveme:nt'being;:plannecl .:'o�:'. 

Southern Pacj_fic T s ilSuns3tll stl"l38.J."Uliner" .. 

IiDis0ussi0113 are u�1derway with the Southern Railway and the Penn 
Central,iI explained Robert M. Jochner, SPzs general manage::.'" 0:' 
passenger t�"'C1ffic.9 lifol'" joint r..p,erEl,tioq.· of the Sunset·; S 'sl')ep::.r-.:.g 
car fl"'om Los. Angole.s to New YOJ.:"k" H ,  ' 

'1·-· 
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New Schedule for SP "Sunset ll (cont.) 
_. -- -

Route � oT tfie- thr-o�ug-h� car service would- include such major cities 
as Phoenix� Tucson, El Paso, San Antonio, Houston, New Orleans, 
Birmingham, Atlant�,: and lrJashington, D. C. 

Transcontinental sleeping cars last operated on the Sunset Route, 
between Los Angeles and Washington, in 1956. 

; 

"We are hopeful that we can offer this service soon, Ii Jochner said, 
"but our plans are contingent upon the Southern Railway receiving 
Interstate Commerce Commission authorization to put its tSouthern 
Crescent t train on, a three-time s,-a':'week schedule, rather than daily, 
between New Orleans and Birmingham.

1i ' 

The proposed Southern Railway,' schedulE3, he pointed out, would match 
up with the thrice-weeklyround,...trip schedule approved by the ICC 
for SP's Sunset. The latter will ,go into effect Thursday, October 
1, with first departures from New Orleans and Lo� Angeles Friday, 
October 2. 

' 

While the starting date for the transcontinental service is still 
not set, plans being discussed call for westbound departures of 
the sleeping car from NSH York and Washington each Monday;! Wednesday: 
and Saturday_ Eastbound, the car would leave Los Angeles each 
Sunday, Tuesday and Friday. 

"There would be an overnight layover in each direction at New 
Orleans,lI Jochner said, "with the car ,parked for occupancy at Union 
Station there, while passenger� �ould have the opportunity to spend 
the evening in one·of America's most fascinating cities.tI 

The new thrice-weekly Sunset will have sleeping car, dining and 
lounge service---taken off ieveral years agb because business on 
the daily train could not sustain the services---as well as chair 
cars, with reclining 'seats and leg rests, and Automatic Buffet Cars 
offering low-cost food at all hours, Jochner added. 

Sunset departures wE3stbound from New Orleans on the new schedule 
are on Mociday, Wednesday' and �ridaYe Di�ect connections at Los 
Angeles will provide through'se�virie to'S�� Francisco, Portland and 
Seattle. 

Saturday, Oct. loth� saw·-t·Jhat is' to be the last steam trip behind 
McCloud River 2-6-2 #25. The locomotive, is tO'bs' retired due to 
cost of heavy repairs. PNW Chapter members ·in attendance for the 
last run included Jay Blair, Gil Hulin, Jack Holst, John Holloway, 
Irv Ewen, Ed Berntsen and Jack Straw. 


