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CHAPTER TIMETABLE OF EVENTS 

7 AUG 1986 Thursday 7:00pm 

15 AUG 1986 Friday 7:30pm 

11 SEPT 1986 Thursday 7:00pm 

13 SEPT 1986 Saturday early 

19 SEPT 1986 Friday 7:30pm 

20 SEPT 1986 Saturday early 

27 SEPT 1986 Sat & Sun 

AUGUST BOARD MEETING - not the starting time of 
7pm for the Board meetings. All welcome to the 
Columbia Gorge Model Railroad Club clubhouse at 
N Russel and N Vancouver in Portland. Please do 
check in with the President if you wish to address 
the Board. Much goes on at these meetins. 

AUGUST REGULAR CHAPTER BUSINESS MEETING at the 
PGE Auditorium on SE 17 between Powell & Holgate. 
NO SNACKS due to the snack-makers being off for a 
summer vacation. NEWSREEL involves members with 
up to six recent rail related 35mm slides. Check 
in with the Membership Hospitality table to find 
out how to load the projector tray. If you are 
not a regular in attendance, check in with the 
Membership Hospitality table to be sure you fi nd 
a friendly soul to talk with. Unsure if there is 
to be a program. 

SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING - note the starting time 
of 7 pm. See August Board note for details. 

AMTRAK EXCURSION TO MADRAS thru the famed Canyon 
of the Deschutes River. Watch your mail for many 
details of ticket price and the like. One day, RT. 

SEPTEMBER REGULAR CHAPTER BUSINESS MEETING at the 
PGE Auditorium on SE 17 between Powell & Holgate. 
The snack-maker & provider will be back in biz & 
your healthy contribution will provide for better 
snacks in following months. NEWSREEL and PROGRAM. 

AMTRAK EXCURSION TO MADRAS and return, just like 
the week before. Again watch for mailed details. 

AMTRAK EXCURSION TO SPOKANE & SEATTLE & PORTLAND 
with fancy hotel in Spokane and maybe chartered 
ferryboat ride along the way. Watch the mail for 
ticket details and start saving your coins now. 

Each & every Saturday some members gather near the roundhouse at the Semaphore Rest. 
for no host lunch at noon. Good time & good people attend, so why not join them? 

Room 1, Union Station, Portland, Oregon 97209 (503) 226-6747 
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PAC I F I C  NORTHWEST CHAPTER 10 JULY 1986 BOARO OF O I RECTORS MEETING 

The meeti ng was called to order by President Rich 
Carl son at 7:50 PM. 

T h e  m i nutes of t h e  J u n e  26th b o a r d  meet i n g  were 
approved a s  read. 

Treasurer Kyrian Gray reported the following balances 
i n  the Chapte r ' s  accounts: 

GENERAL Account $26,321.77 
. COIC Account 16,0522.96 

Of the ava1l abl e funds $7,526.44 are desi gnated and 
$34,84B.29 are undesi gnated. 

Fi nance Corrmi ttee: La rry Mi 1 1  er reported that the 
camli11 ttee has reVl ewed and approved the treasurer I s 
f i nanc i a l  statement for the fi rst half of 1986 The 
fi nance corrvni ttee made the follmving recommend�ti ons 
to the board: 1) The the Chapter should have a 
policy govern i ng the use of Chapter equi pment by 
Chapter members for non-Chapter acti v i t i es ,  2) A 
strong recommendatlon that the Chapter not spend 
money on a light rai l  bookl et. 

Rol l  i nt Stock Commi ttee: Bob Hoffman presented a 
reques �unds for $3,179.68 to cover brake jobs 
on cars Mt. Hood, 3300, and 6200, the work havi ng 
been done by M.K. Bob proposed that the Chapter buy 
ex-Amtrak coach 4400 for parts from George Lavacot 
for $1500. Bob also requested $9BB to buy e i ght 
Lexan w;ndm'/s for car 6200. 

Excursion Committee: Steve Howes advi sed that the 
comml ttee 15 walt l ng for a fi nal price from Amtrak on 
t h e  Spoka ne a n d  Madra s t r i p s .  The excu r s i o n  
newsletter has been mailed. The trip brochures are 
i n  the computer wa i t i ng only for p r i ce t o  be 
completed. Ben Fredericks of the publ i c  rel ations 
committee is ready to place ads in The Oregonian  and 
The Columbi a n .  Members of the board expressed con
cern about any delay i n  notifying our customers about 
the excursi ons due to the short lead ti me. Moved by 
Ker r l ga n  Gray, seconded by Al V i e w i g, that  the 
excurs i on conmittee be i nstructed to send out a n  
advance one page notice o n  t h e  excursions a s  soon a s  
PDSS i b 1 e .  Moti o n  passed. Steve Howes furni shed the 
board members w i t h  co p i es o f  rental rate a n d  
conditi on sheet for the car Mt. Hood. 

Membership Committee: Mary Lou Weaver advi sed that 
the new membersh l p  dl rectories will be given out at 
the July 1Bth meeti ng. 

Museum Committee: Mary Lou Weaver presented the 
1OTTi5Wi n9 report: liThe museum cOfl1Jli ttee recommends 
that the Board adopt as i ts primary goal for the 
Pac l f l c  Northwest Chapter the estab l i s hment of a 
rol l i ng museum of ra i l road h i story. Th i s  museum 
would con s i st of: 

1) Operational roll i ng stock appropriate to 
Oregon and the Paci fic Northwest 
. . 2) I nterpret i ve exh ib its  about ra i l roading and 
ltS l m�act on our past, present and future 

3) An ongoi ng educ"a ti ona 1 program wh i ch wou 1 d 
i ncl ude: 

a) Activi ties promoti ng rai l travel and 
sa fpty 

b) Preservation of h i storical materi a l s  of 
ra i hvay transporta ti  on 

c) Research and publ i cations on rel ated 
topics 

d) Cooperation with other museums , h i stor
ical societ i es , railroads, ra i l road 
ori ented organizations, and education
al i nstitutions to i nterpret and com
memorate h i storical rai l roadi ng events 

e) Recru i t i ng and tra i n i ng people to 
present to the p u bl i c  a '1 i v i ng '  

memorial  to the efforts and achi eve
ments of those who built, ma i ntai ned, 
and operated the rai l roads of the 
Paci fic Northwest" 

Th i s  report also requests the board's mandate to the 
commi ttee to prepare a fi ve-year plan and that action 
be taken i n  t i me to p l an future work before i t  i s  
necessary to prepare the commi ttee ' s  19B7 budget. 

Conces s i ons Corrmi ttee: Mar i lyn Rehm reported that 
she 1S Ioobng l nto the possi bi l ity of a L i ght Ra i l  
T-sh1rt suggested by Terry Pa rker. Mar i l yn requested 
that locked storage be provi ded i n  Room 1A for some 
concessi ons i tems . 

�� 1 iCY and Pl anni ng Committee: Doug Auburg reported 
a . no more meebngs are p lanned unt; 1 the museum 

commlttee recei ves some di rection from the board. 

Acti v i t i es Committee: Tom Brewer stated that he 
needs a decl s10n on Whether January or February will 

be the month for the 19B7 Chapter banquet. 

L i brart Commi ttee: Bob S 1 0ver reported tha t the 
conm t ee met on June 22 and set up the fa 11 owi ng 
areas of respons i bi l i ty: 

1 Review and acqui s i t i on of new materi a l  
2 Indexing and cata l og i ng of new materi a l  
3 Setti ng up storage faci 1 ities 
4 Check i ng out & mainta i n i ng l i brary material  
5) Research 
6 ) Correspondence 

The committee has  tentat i ve l y  set up a policy for 
members to call Room 1 to request material  wh ich 
would then be checked out at  the n ext b u s i n e s s  
meeti ng. Books wou l d  b e  checked out for 3 0  days . I f  
no request w a s  recei ved for a book w h i l e i t  was 
checked out i t  could be renewed for another 30 days. 
The commi ttee i s  tryi ng to determi ne the best hours 
to ave the l i brary open. the next committee meeti ng 
will be on Monday, July 2B, at Room I. 

OLD BUSINESS 

WIG WAG Si gnal: R i ch Carlson reported that the SP 
W19 wag s l gna I has been removed from the SP ri ght of 
way and i s  stored at Gordon Zi mmerman ' s  place. 

I n s u ra nce Appr a i s al: R i ch Carlson a d v i s e d  that 
1nsurance representat1ve Bob Schoepper will  do a free 
appra i sal  of the chapter's i nsurance policies .  

Cars in  Si l vas, Ill.: R ich  Carlson reported that he 
TSSffii worklngonobtai n i ng i nsurance which wi l l  
sati sfy the Uni on Paci f ic  i n  order to move the cars 
i n  Si l v i s ,  I l l. The Chapter will have to obtai n 
i n s u rance i n  order  to move the c a r s .  T h e  board 
requested that  R i ch cal l the p r i vate c a r  o.mer s  
associ ati on to see i f  thei r i nsurance wi l l  cover. 

Cars Red � and Twin Grove: Rich Carlson reported 
1J'iat ne l S  wal tlngtonear from the SP on moving the 
cars Red Ri ver and Twi n  Grove . 

0 &  C Celebration: Al McCready presented the fol low
Tngresoiut1on 1n connect i o n  with the celebration of 
the comp l etion of the O&C RR: "Resol ved that the 
P a c i  f i c  N o r t h we s t  C h a p t e r  N R H S  p l e g e s  f u l l  
cooperation to the Oregon Hi storical SOCiety and 
other a p p r o p r i ate o rga n i zati ons i n  pla n n i ng a 
s u i table ce l eb r at i on i nc l u d i n g  a pos s i b l e  rall 
excurS10n over the 51 Ski you Route 1 n  commemoration of 
the completion of the Oregon and Cali fornia RR at 
A s h l and. Ore .. i n  Decemb e r ,  19B7 . "  Moved by 
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Kerrigan Gray, seconded by Doug Auburg, to adopt the 
resol u t i o n  a s  presented.  Moved by Doug Auburg, 
seconded by Al Vi ewig, to amend the motion by adding 
the words underl i ned above. Amendment passed. Maln 
motion as amended passed. 

�o 1 i s¥ Book: Doug Auburg reported that he and Da�e 
an lcKTE!1lre work i ng on the POllCY book but that l t  

will  not be completed for a couple of months. 

Track SUb-Lea s i n�: R i ch C a r l son que s t i oned  the 
statUs Of pnva e Iy owned c a r s  parked on the 
Chapter's l eased tracks in the Brooklyn Yard. Moved 
by Doug Auburg, seconded by Al McCready, that an 
agreement be dra fted converi  ng the s torage of 
privately owned cars on the Chapter's leased SP track 
or that a sample of an exi sti ng track i ng agreement be 
obtained. Motion passed. 

R i ch Carlson will check wi th Bob Melba about the 
exi s ta n ce of a lease d a t i n g  from 1981 cove r i n g  
Chapter use of the Brooklyn roundhouse. 

Leasi ng of Cha�ter Passenger Cars: Moved by Doug 
Auburg toadop the reaslng proposal and rates a s  
formul ated by the excurs i on committee. Motion d i ed 
for lack of a second. Al V i ew i g  stated that he has 
received i nformation from two sources i ndicating  that 
the proposed $300 a day charge i s  twoo l ow for the 
Mt.  Hood. Moved by Al McCready, seconded by Jack 
Pfei fer, to charge $500 a day for the Mt. Hood on 
tra i ns and $250 a day parked. Moved to amend by Doug 
Auburg, seconded by Kyrian  Gray, to charge $400 a day 
for the M t .  Hood on tra i ns for the second  a n d  
add i t i onal days. Amendment passed. Ma in  motion a s  
amended passed. All other pasenger equi pment: Moved 
by Kerri gan Gray, seconded by Ooug Auburg, to acc�pt 
the l Iether equipment" rates proposed 1 n  May. Motlon 
passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

¥ i ght Rai l A 1 bum: Ri ch Ca rl son presented a proposal 
rom tl'iiljiu1iTfCations commi ttee to pub 1 i sh an a 1 boum 

on the Tri-Met l i ght rai l  l i ne at a cost of $12,000 
provided that Tri-Met gi ves permi s s ion to sel l the 
a l bum on i ts property and/or on tra i n s .  Moved by 
Kerri gan Gray, seconded by Al McCready that the board 

recommend against the album. 
proposa 1 wi 1 1  be referred to 
for fi nal action. 

Motion passed. The 
the genera 1 membershi p 

Railway Eguifment Co. �i gn: Ri ch Carl son reported 
that he has alkeatot e owner of the bui ld i ng w i th 
the Ra i lway Equi pment Co. s i  gn. The bui l d i  ng has 
been gi ven hi stor i c  status. R ich has l ocated a sign 
company which will donate a move of the s i gn i f  i t  i s-, 
g i ven to the Chapter .  

Museum progosa l:  Moved by Dave Van  S i ckl e ,  seconded 
�g Au urg, to accept the Museum Commi ttee report 
(detailed earlier i n  these mi nutes) i n  pri n c i p l e ,  to 
request that a spec i f i c  plan be developed regardi ng 
equ i pme n t  to  be u s ed and mate r i a ls n e e d e d  for a 
nuseum train, and to develop a plan for implemen t i ng 
the proposal. Motion passed. 

Private Use of Chapter Cars: Moved by Doug Auburg, 
secondedJ5Y Tern gan Gra:y,-that i t  be board pol i cy 
that Chapter equipment not be used by Chapter members 
or n o n -members f o r  pri vate events  wi thout  board 
approva 1. Motion passed. 

Rol li ng Stock Business:  1) Moved by Dave Van S i ck l e, 
secondea-oy-John HOlloway, to approve the cost of a i r  
b rake work on cars Mt . Hood, 3300, and 6200, for cost 
of $ 3 ,179.68 . Mot i o n  p a s sed. 2) Moved by Al 
V i ew i g, seconded by Dave Van Si ckle, to approve $988 
for e i ght Lexan wi ndows for car 6200. Motion passed . 
3) Moved by Doug Auburg, seconded by Kerri ga n  Gray, 
to purchase ex-Amtrak car 4400 from George Lavacot 
for $1500 for use as parts and scrap. Motion passed. 

Smok i ng Car on Excursion: The excursion committee 
p r e s e n tea-a request from Irv Ewen to o m i t  the ll smok i ngll or I i non-smo k i n g "  boxes from exc u r s i o n  
t i cket order forms due to t i cketing problems caused 
by use of the boxes. Doug Auburg moved, seconded by 
Kerrigan Gray, that smokers be i n s tructed to use the 
lower vest i b u l e  of desi gnated cars . Motion passed. 

Present: Board: Auburg, McCready, Kerrigan Gray, 
V iewi g ,  Storz, Carlson, Kyri a n  Gray, Hol l oway, Van 
S i ckle, Dorsett, Pfei fer. Members: Nowell , Brewer, 
Hodson, Rodabaugh, Hoffman, Parker, Edgar, Rehm, 
Howes, Larry M i l l er, S l over, Weaver. 

Meeti ng adjourned 10:32 PM .  

Respectfully submi tted, 

/s/ Chuck Storz, Secretary 

COT OUT + 'P�STt 1'-1 Y"u� �ff1e£� b."tcTOR� 
PLEASE ADD: 

Kennedy Stanley C. 1000 SE 12th Ave. Portland OR 97214 (503) 234-0509 
Kennedy Beth I. Stanley C. Kennedy 
Meyer John C. 6320 SE Jennings Ave. Milwaukie OR 97267 (503) 6.54-5176 
Moffatt Lois J. P,O.Box 16)04 Portland OR 97216 503 � 760-6129 
Stadter �egory E. 1005 SE 1)6th Ave. Vancouver �1 A 98664 206 696-2889 
Stevens Eric E. 2245 Nil Overton Portland OR 97210 50)) 229-7120 
Swanson />1.ary E. 48)C North Harvard Portland OR 9720} 50)) 28.5-1928 
Timmings Ruth A. 5216 E. Burnside #) Portland OR 97215 503) 2)4...1210 
Vandiver Robert F. 11 SW C=y #7 Portland OR 97201 503) 223-2327 
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M I NUTES OF THE 18 JULY 1986 CHAPTER REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

The meeti ng was cal l ed to order by. Vice  Presi dent 
Doug Auburg at 7:35 PM i n  the PGE audltorl um. 

The mi nutes of the May meet i n g  were approved as read. 
(There  was  no J u n e  bus i n e s s  meet i n g due to the  
picni c .) 

Treasurer Kyrian Gray reported the fol l owi ng bal ances 
in the Chapte r ' s  accounts on 6/30/86: 

GENERAL account $26, 321.77 
COIC  account 16,052.96 

Of the avai lab le  funds, $7.526.44 are des i g nated and 
$34,848.29 are undesignated. 

V i ce President Doug Auburg reported on the fol l owing: 
1. Presi dent Rich Carl son has sent a l etter to 

AAPRCO to try to arrange for the i nsurance needed l n  
order to move the cars the Chapter has purchased i n  
S i l vi s ,  I L .  

2. J a c k  P fe i fe r  h a s  r e s i g�ed a s  excurs i on 
personne 1 di rector .  Steve Howes w l l l take over the 
posi tion.  

3 .  The  C h apter board  has  recommended the  
purchase of  ex-Amtrak car  #4500 from George Lavacot 
for $1500 for parts and scrap.  

Deposit on Rooms for Vancouver Trip: The Chapter has 
requesteGra-reTUncr<Jf the depos1lf<Jn rooms on the s h i p  
Pegasus due t o  t h e  cance 1 1  a ti o n  of efforts t o  run a 
trip  to Vancouver, BIICII (per VP Doug Auburg) •

. 
It  ow 

appears that there wi l l  be a problem gett l ng . the 
refund due to f i n a n c i a l  prob l ems of the  S h l P: S  
owners . Recei v i ng the refund ; s  i n  questlon at  th�s 
time. Legal action may be necessary. The depos lt  
amounts to a l most $18,000. 

excursion Report: Excursion Committee Cha i rman Steve 
Howes reVl ewect the excursions to Spokane and Mad�as 
to be run i n  September. An edi t i on of the excurs�Dn 
newsl etter has just been mai l ed. An advance notlce 
flyer on the September excurs i ons i s  to be. sent to 
the excursion mai l i n g  l i st .  The commlttee lS stl l l  
wa iti ng for Amtrak to advi se the c

,
osts fo� the S�p

tember excu r s i on s .  The  C h a p t e r  5 5 e 1 1 1 n9 prlce 
cannot be set without this i nformation .  

Museum Committee: Mary Lou Weaver presented the 
Museum Camml ttee j s proposal to the membershi  p: liThe 
museum committee recommends that the Chapter adopt a s  
i t s  primary goal t h e  establi shment o f  a rol l �ng 
museum of ra i l road hi story. The museum wou l d  consl st 
of: 

1) Operati onal rol l i ng stock appropri ate[ to 
Oregon and the Paci f i c  North�est . . 2) I nterpreti ve exhlb lts about ral l road l n g  and 
i ts impact on our past, present and future . 3) An ongoing educati onal progra"! Wh l C h  woul d 
i ncl ude: 

a) Act i v i t i es promoti ng rail travel and 
safety . 

b) Preservation of hi storical materl a l s  of 
ra; hlay transportation 

c) Research and pub l i cations on rel ated 
topiCS . d) Cooperation with other museums, h�stor
i ca l  soc i et i es , ra i l roads, ral1 road 
ori ented organizati ons, and education
al i nstitutions to i nterpret and com
memorate h i storical rai l roading events 

e) Recrui t i ng and tra i n i ng peop l e  to 
p r e s e n t  to the  publ i c  a 1 1  i V, i n g '  
memori al to the efforts and ach, eve
ments of those who bui l t, mai nta i ned, 
and operated the ra i l roads o f  the 
Paci f i c  Northwestll 

IITh i s  does not mean that we are not i nterested i n  a 
permanent l ocation. It means \'Je see th i s  a s  a more 

v i a b l e  approach and as mak i ng the most effi c i ent use 
of our resources and capabi l  i t i e s .  

C a r  4500: L a rry M i l l er a d v i s ed t h a t  e x -Amtr a k  
�l man-car #4500 i s  at pres ent owned b y  George 
Lavacot. It  has four usabl e wheel sets, ti ghtlock 
couplers, trucks and brake equi pment. The rol l i ng 
stock committee wants the car only for i ts usable 
parts . It is ava i l ab l e  for $1500. VP Doug Auburg 
a d v i s e d  that  t h e  Chapter board  h a s  recomme nded 
purchase of the car.  Moved by Ed Immel , seconded by 
Kerrigan Gray, that the Chapter buy car #4500 for 
$1500. Terry Parker moved to amend, seconded by John 
von Gaertner, that the Chapter pay the carl s owner 
50% of the price now and 50% on Oct. 1, 1986 i f  he i s  
a g r e ea b l e .  Amendment p a s sed . Ma i n  mot i o n  a s  
amended passed. George La vacot sta ted that he i s  
agreeabl e  to the terms of payment . 

L iijr
l
t Ra i l  Bookl et: VP Doug Auburg stated that the 

pu , caflo n s  commi ttee h a s  recommended the 
pub l i cati on of a booklet on the Tri-Met l i ght rai l 
I ime for the open i ng of the I i ne and at a cost of 
$11,000. The fi nance comm i t tee and board have recom
mended agai nst publ i cation of the book l et .  Moved by 
Al Wert, seconded by Duane Cramer, that the l i ght 
r a i l  boo k l et not be publ i sh e d . ,  Mot i o n p a s s e d .  
Add i ti onal i n formati on: T h e  pub l i cati ons committee 
recommen dation w a s  con d i t i o n a l  on rec e i v i n g 
permi ssion  from Tri-Met to sel l the boo k l et on its 
property and/or trai n s .  This permi ssion  was not 
received because of an excl usive agreement between 
Tri -Met and a party not known to the Chapter for 
sal es of l i ght ra i l  souveni rs. 

Moved by Mary Lou Weaver, seconded by Larry Hodson, 
to appropri ate $115 for a member of the Chapter to 
a t t e n d  a w o r k s h o p  on o p e r a t i n g  n o n -p r o f i t  
organizations. Motion pas s e d .  

Moved b y  Terry Parker, seconded by Mar i l yn Rehm, 
that by August 7, 1986 the Chapter make payment for 
an commit to the movement of the two cars i n  S i l v i s, 
I l l ,  to Portl and. John von Gaertner moved to amen d ,  
seconded by Randy Ne l son,  t o  change the date t o  the 
November 1986 board meet i ng. Amendment passed. Mai n 
moti on fai l ed on a show of hands. 

Car Mt . Hood Lea s i ng Fees: Steve Howes reported that 
lriTormatlililnas been presented to the board by the 
excursi on committee on proposed fees for the use of 
the car Mt . Hood. At the l ast board meeting  the 
board adopted a fee schedu l e  hi gher than that recom
mended . T h e  boa rd ' s h i  gher fees w i  1 1  l o s e  the 
Chapter f i ve rental s of the car because the fees are 
too h i gh for the market. Moved by Kerrigan Gray, 
seconded by Mi ke Ackl ey, that the Chapter adopt the 
l ower fee s c h e du l e  recomme nded  by t h e  excu r s i o n 
committee i n  pl ace of the schedul e adopted by the 
board and that revenues from the car be earmarked for 
its  rna i ntenance. Moved to amend by Randy Nel son 1 
seconded by Kerrigan Gray, to remove the earmark i ng 
of funds provi s ion .  Amendm�nt passed. Ma i n  motion 
as amended passed. 

F i fty o n e  members a n d  guests  s i gned  the meet i n g  
register. 

The meeting  was adjourned at  9:05 PM .  

Respectful l y  submitted, 

/s/ Chuck Storz 

Chuck Storz, Secretary 
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NATIONAL 

V. AllAN VAUGHN 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Railroad Collection Librarians: 

HISTORICAL 

320 WISCONSIN AVENUE 

OAK PARK, IlliNOIS 60302 

July 11, 1986 

I hope that you will forgive our initial contact 
with your organization being such an informal "mass production" 
letter - we are just getting started in earnest with our Library 
of American Transportation project. 

After housing a fragmented collection of books and 
periodicals in a church gymnasium in New Jersey for many years, 
the Library has moved into the SOCiety's permanent offices in 
the Suburban Station Building in the heart of Philadelphia. 

Our Library, while it will have conventional col
lections of rail historical data, will be progressed as a "super 
catalogue" operation which we plan to computerize. Having dis
cussed the library format with the trustees of the Library, we 
arrived at the conclusion that inasmuch as nearly all railroad 
libraries have the standard works, why start yet another set of 
the same. We feel that to best serve the researcher and our own 
153 local Chupters we would devote our effcrts and finances to 
a research service library that would seek out "where it is" and 
develop lasting relationships with existing collections. 

This initial contact is to ask your patience in 
supplying us with information regarding the material in your col
lection; its terms of availability, use fees, and the like; the 
availability of a catalogue [which we are prepared to pay for in 
all instances] - naturally, if your collection is closed to out
side utilization we appreciate the information. 

The concept of the central railroad history catalogue 
is very exciting to us and we feel it will best serve not only our 
own membership but enable us to assist institutions such as yours 
in best utilizing the materials entrusted to your care. 

Thank you for your kind assistance. 

This letter was sent to 218 
college and university libraries 

shown to have railroad 
vav collections, along with 

railroad technical groups 

Yours very truly, 

.!' 

f 

;:j 
.� 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

by BOB SLOVER 

REPORT 

Li brary mater i a l s  that have been ordered are starting 
to arrive. Three recent arri va l s  are: 

The Canadian - photographs of the tra i n  in service, 
along with historical notes and equipment 
i nformati on 

Memo i r s o f  T h ree R a i l road  P i oneers - co l l ected 
mem"'O'i"r'Sot Mark Hopklns, E. H. Harriman, 

and James J .  Hil l 

The Shasta Route - an account of the devel opment of 
--- -----tne-rai lroad between Sacramento CA a n d  

Portland 

A Than k-you to t h o s e  who h a v e  returned l i brary 
materi a l s .  Books and tapes that have been checked 
out over 30 days can be returned at Room 1, at any 
Board or Membership Meeting,  or by cal l i ng Bob Slover 
(692-4782) . 
A l i st of books that can be checked out wi 1 1  appear 
in the next TRAINMASTER. Leave a message at Room 1 
or cal l  Bob Sl over if you have a request. 

00000000 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 

by DARLENE MORRISON 

The Members h i p  Committee i s  pl eased to report that 
new Chapter Di rectories are now a va i l able. Those who 
attended the July Regu l ar Chapter Meet i ng received 
thei r  cop i es . Directories wil l be ava i l able aga i n  at 
the August meeting in order to save mai l ing costs . 

Due to the expense o f  printing and distributi n g  
di rectori es ,  we hope to wait unt i 1 1988 to pri nt 
another. We have doubl e spaced the current one and 
wil l  print new members· addresses and address changes 
each month i n  the TRAI N MASTER. If you do not want 
your address change printed, you must notify the 
Committee Cha i rperson at the time you send in the 
change. 

Our apol ogies to a smal l group of members who joined 
l ast November. They have been rece i v i ng a l l  o f  the 
benefi ts of membership, but they were i nadvertently 
ami tted from the di rectory. Thei r names and other 
i nforma ti on "i 1 1  appea r i n  the TRA I NMAS TER a l ong wi th 
names of ne", members thi 5 month and next. (We I re 
proud to have 551 members at this wri ting .)  

We  a r e  s a ddened by  the  l o s s  o f  two members  
recentl y .  DORIS LeRENE ALLEN w a s  a n  active 
member and accompanied us on several excursions. 

CLARENCE "PETE" MAY d i ed July 6th .  Pete was a 
publ i sher and h i storian with a special interest 
in both Canby, \'Jhere he was born, and Kl i ckitat 
County i n  Washi ngton , where he 1 i ved for the 
past 30 years. 

0000000 

MUSEUM COMMITTEE REPORT 

by MARY LOU WEAVER 

The Museum Commi ttee has presented to the Board the 
fol l O\ .... ing recorrmendation: 

The Museum Committee recommends that the Board adopt 
as its primary goal for the Pac i f i c  Northwest Chapter 
the estab 1 i shment of a roll i ng museum of ra il road 
history. Th i s  museum would consist of: 

1) operational rolling stock appropriate to Oregon 
and the Paci fic Northwest 

2) i nterpret i ve exhi b i ts about rai l road i ng and its 
i mpact on our past , present, and future 

3) a n  ongo i n g educati on a l  p rog ram which would 
incl ude: 

a) acti v i ti es promoting ra i l  travel & safety 
b) preservation of hi storical mater i a l s of 

ra i l way transportation 
c) research and publ ications on related top i C S  
d) cooperation with other museums, h i storical 

societi e s .  ra i l road s , rail road oriented 
organizations. & educational institutions 
to interpret & commemorate histori c 
rai lroading events 

e) recruiti ng and training people to present 
to the publi c  a "l i v i ng" memorial  to the 
efforts and achievements of those who 
bui l t ,  maintained, and operated the 
ra i 1  roads of the Pac i fi c North\'Jes t 

A bri ef descr i ption of the above i tems was presented 
at the July regular  chapter meet i ng ,  however, the 
committee pl ans to g i ve a more thorough presentation 
at the August regular chapter meeting a l ong with a n  
opportu nity f o r  quest i ons a n d  comments.  If  you 
cannot attend the August mee t i ng, you are wel come to 
send your comments to the Museum Committee at the 
Room 1 addres s .  

ARE YOU SUGGESTING WE TAKE OUR ROLLING STOCK 
AND 4449 ANO MAKE A TRAIN TO CALL A MUSEUM? 

No , what we are suggesting i s  to decide on an 
overal l consist of probably 30 cars and 5 or 6 engi nes 
from which we would put together a tra i n  whi ch would 
be appropriate to the occasion. The total consist 
wou l d  be made up of coaches, exhibit cars, represen
tative freight car s ,  and other equipment such a s  
caboose, diner, business c a r ,  etc. , a l l  of wh ich  
wou l d  be  appropriate to the Paci f i c  Northwest. Each 
p i ece of equipment would be as ful l y  restored a s  
pos s i ble , focusing o n  "hat rai l travel i n  the past 
was 1 i ke, i ncl udi ng costumed Itemp 1 oyees" whenever 
p o s s i b l e .  E x h i b i t s  wo u l d be i nt e r p r e t i v e ,  
educational, active, and fun. 

WHERE WOULD WE GO AND WHY? 

T h i s  rol l i ng museum c o u l d  be a v a i l able for 
celebrations,  fa i rs ,  mark ing  hi stori c rail roading 
events ,  school d i stri ct programs, v i s i ti ng other 
museums, and other appropriate acti vities in addition 
to being on display at a permanent s i te. It wou l d  
encourage touri sts to vis i t  Portl and wh i l e  providing 
a unique attraction everywhere it travel e d .  

DOES THIS MEAN WE �ON'T WANT O R  NEED A "REGULAR" 
MUSEUM WITH A BUILDING AND DISPLAYS ? 

No , on the contrary, this museum tra i n  wou l d  
provide a n  exce l l ent beg i n n i n g  for a l a rger museum i n  
the  future i f  the opportun i ty and re sources are  
avai l abl e. We  are  act i vely l ooking  for a permanent 

d i spl ay site i n  Portl and. 

WHAT DOES THE COMMITTEE SEE AS THE NEXT STEP ? 

We are beginning to develop a 5-year plan with 
input from other committee s .  Thi s  p lan  wou l d  be 
presented to the Board as soon a s  pOS S i b l e .  

WHY ARE YOU I N  SUCH A HURRY ? 

T h i s p l an needs to be con s i dered in  our 
budgeting for 1987 if i t  i s  adopted. 

c.o,.rT"lt-l\l tb + 
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WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS fOR THE CHAPTER If 
I T  AOOPTS SUCH A PLAN ? 

(MARY LOU WEAVER takes sale respons i b i l i ty 
for thi s part i cular answer) 

If we want to establish a rolli ng museum, we 
must focus our resources on that goal. Thi s  means we 
may have to sell , scrap, lease! o� loan for di splay 
the i nventory whi ch does not flt lnto the plan. We 
"i l l  not be able to purchase every pi ece of rol l i ng 
s t o c k  we a re offered .  Our comm i ttees m u s t  work 
together \ tJith a common goal i n  mind. 

We wi 1 1  need money, money, and more money. We 
wi 1 1  need to ask for grants and corporate donations 
as wel l  as doi ng our own fund ra i s i ng .  We need a 
Board  who can t a k e  the leaders h i p  for th i s  fund 
rai s ing, and we will need to h i re some. �elp with 
marketi ng ,  des igning di spl ays , grant wntlng , etc. 
We need fi scal pl anning. 

We need to el ect Board members on the bas i s  of 
the i r  qua l i fi cations to hel p us reach thi s goal . 
Being on the Board will no longer be a matter of just 
donating your time for meetlngs and offerlng your vote 
on wha tever comes up .  It wi 1 1  requ; re a bel ;  �f ; n 
the project, wi 1 1  i ngness to se 1 1  others on th� � dea, 
wi l l i ngness to donate time and money, and a splrlt of 
cooperati on. 

The Board as a whole needs tra i n i ng i n  the i r  
management and fi scal respons i b i l i t i e s .  They need to 
f i nd ways to foster an atmosphere  of t r u s t  at  
meetings so  that members feel comfortable sharing 
opinions and brai nstorming. They need some tralnlng 
i n  confli ct  resolu t i on and i n  planning (from a n  
organizational vi ewpoi nt). 

W e  m u s t  have a p r e s i dent next year who c a n  
convince peopl e to give just a l i ttle bit  more than 
they think they can , but make them feel good about 
doing i t .  We need l eadership pol i cies  whi ch improve 
communi cation and fit our l ong range goals . 

Fortunately,  we have a good beginning with the 
roll i ng stock we own or have ava l 1 able. Beglnnlng a 
museum project \'/ith a sound plan for the futur� puts 
us in an excellent posi t i on to a s k  for don�tlons of 
equi pment \.,e uant. We have a sma l l  but actlVe group 
of people whO are  knowledga b l e  a b out resto r i ng 
equi pment and are willing to learn more. We have 
people  w h o  know ho" to get a t ra i n  from here t o  
t h e r e .  O u r  repu t a t i o n  " i th ra i l ro a d s  and o t h e r  
groups i s  excel lent due to our past effort s .  

W e  have a very long way t o  go, but I bel i eve 
whol eheartedly in thi s project. I close my eyes and 
I can see a museum that i s  what i t  wants to teach you 
about and to preserve. I can see exhi bits that help 
you understand the economi c impact of rai l road.s on 
the Pac i f i c  Northwest or allow you to share a l lttl e 
of the 1 i fe of the mi noriti es that helped bui l  d the 
ra i 1  roads . . .  and so much more. I encourage you to 
try it  and 1 et me knO\; what you see. 

WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER GROUPS IN THI S  AREA THAT 
ARE THINKING OF BUILDING A RAILROAO MUSEUM? 

The commi ttee i s  convinced that thi s  approach i s  
the best \'Iay to bring about cooperation between these 
groups rather than competition and,. at the same time, 
keep the Ci ty of Portl and IS  3 engl nes a s . a resou�ce 
for the  city. We h a v e  s h a red these ldeas wlth 
members of other groups and the response has been 
favorab l e .  

00000000 

LIGHT RAIL NAME ANNOUNCED 

(Dated 25 July 1986 & Provided by Tri Met) 

I t ' s  MAX - - Metropoli tan Area Express. 

The people have spoken, and they have helped to name 
the i r  $214-mi llion li ght rai l system. 

Thi s i s how Tri �Met General Manager James E .  Cowen 
announced the winn i ng name for Oregonls new, IS-m i l e  
ri bbon of ra i l  l i nk i ng Portl and and east Mul tnomah 
County, during noon-time ceremoni e s  before a Yamh i l l  
Plaza audience. 

Cowen was joi ned by the Oregonian execut i v e  Joseph 
Bi anco, whose newspaper sponsored the contest a s k i ng 
readers to evaluate s i x  names proposed by Tri -Met 
emp l oyees or to submit thei r own names . Tri -Met ' s  
l ight ra i l  line i s  s cheduled to open September 5th, 
19B6. 

Tri -Met received more than 5 , 000 entries.  Tri -Met 
involved sti l l  more a rea resi dents i n  the process by 
s u bm i t t i ng f i nal i s t s l ent r i e s  t o  ev a l u at i on by 
citizen focus groups and more than 400 respondents in 
a tri-county op inion survey. 

After prom i s i ng to send every person \'Iho voted or 
s u bm i tted a name one free T r i -Met day p a s s  good 
anywhere on the l i ght rai l/bus  syste m ,  Cowen 
i ntroduced the winning namels author, Jeff Frane a 
Tri -Met employee. Also recognized at the short 
nami ng ceremony was Donna Anderson of Gresham. She 
was chosen by lot from among those voting for MAX. 

Noti ng that  entr i e s had come i n  from o v e r  5 , 000 
i n d i v i d ua l s thro u g hout Cla c k ama s ,  Mul tnomah and 
Wa s h i ngton Count i e s ,  Cowen s a i d ,  "they w e re 98 
percent upbeat. pos i t i ve names reflecting great pride 
in the community and the l i ght rail line. The people 
own thi s system, now they've partici pated i n  naming 
i t; they sense itls their  gift to the future of our 
reg i on . 1I 

The top contenders among other names sugges ted were 
' ILi ght Tra i n , I' l i T he MET , II 'IThe Ros e l i ner . 11 I' The 
L i n k , 1I "Tr i -L i te," IICity Train," liThe Flye r , 1I "Met 
Ra i l , 1 I  and liThe Ros e . 1I 

Ser v i ng a s  master of ceremon i es for the  name 
unveiling \'Ias Jonathan Ni chola s ,  column i st for The 
Oregonian .  Prov i d i ng some fl a i r  for the announcement 
was the John McKinley Dixiel and band. 

Cowen noted the pos s i b i l ities  of marketing the l i ght 
rai l  l ine by using MAX. "I can already hear peop l e  
u s  i ng the name much a s  they use I The Schnitz I , II Cowen 
s a i d ,  l ias i n  1 111 1 catch the MAX at  Pi oneer 
Courthouse Square ' or 'the MAX wi l l  be a l ong in fi  ve 
mi nutes. I.. Cowen a 1 so suggested ease and s i mp 1 i ci ty 
i n  s i gning and schedules . . .  even to the marketing of 
d i s co u nt t i c kets by the  "MAXpa c k , "  or l i st i ng 
i nstructions for u s i ng light ra i l  as "MAX Fact s ." 

When the "Name the Tra i nll contest was announced by 
The O rego n i a n  i n  June , the g u i de l ines  a s k e d  for 
monosyll ab, c, easy-to-pronounce names tha t wou 1 d be 
catchy and help people ea S i l y  i dentify the l i ght rail 
l ine ;  a name which woul d  lClck a bureaucrat i c  sound 
and be relevant to the enti re region not just to 
Portl and , Cowen noted .  

I'MAX f i ts all o f  those d e s c r i ptions," Cowen 
proclilimed. "Like the li ght rail line itse l f ,  it ' s  a 
w inner! R i de it to the MAX!" 
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MODEL RAILROAD OPEN HOUSE 

In connection with the annual convention in Portland 
of the Union Pacific Hi storical Society, August 14-
August 17, Chapter member Jack Pfeifer is having an 
open house Sunday, August 17th , 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, 
for anyone wishing to see hi s HO Union Pacific layout 
i n  operati on. This layout fills an entire basement; 
consi sts of 650 feet of track with full scenery and 
requi res seven opera tors \<Jhen fu 1 1  y opera t i Dna 1 . 

All interested Chapter members and their families are 
invited. Jack lives at 11325 S.W. Timberline Drive, 
Beaverton. From Highway 217 go west on Denny Road 
one block, then south on Bel-Aire Dr ive six blocks to 
Timberline. 

00000000 

CHAPTER MEMBERS THANKED FOR REMEMBERANCES 

The follow; ng note comes to us chapter members from 
Mrs . Freda Grande: 

IIDear PNWC members: 

"Thank you so much for the Memorial gift honori ng 
Herb. Your group was one of his favorite groups and 
he s orely missed not being active over the last  
couple of  years, but gett i n g  around was  just too 
di ffi cult. 

"Thanks again for your kindnesses over all the years .  

"Sincerely, 

/s/ Freda Grande 

00000000 

LIGHT RA I L  REPORT 

by Chuck Storz 

The September 5 open i n g  date for Tri -Met's Portland 
to Gresham light rail l i ne is fast approaching. Op
erator train i ng runs are scheduled from 7 AM to 11 PM 
Mon day through Friday a n d  from 8 AM to 4 PM o n  
Saturday and Sunday . I f  you w i s h  t o  see o r  photo
graph trains, the operation ;s mostly on the eastern 
part of the l i ne from Gresham to either Gateway 
station or the corssover just west of 102nd Ave. The 
line is now operational from Gatev/ay to the Coli seum 
station at the foot of Holladay Street. Test opera
tions should be going as far as the Coliseum station 
by the time you read thi s .  Two cars have been towed 
across the Steel Bri dge and are i n  test operation on 
the downtown Portland loop. The Steel Bri dge i s  due 
to have power by mid-August which will fill the only 
gap left in the system. 

Here i s  more i nformati on on Tri-Met's li ght rail 
car s .  Length over the anti-climbers is 86 feet 11 
i nches, and overall wi dth is 8 feet 8 i nches. Each 
articulated car has three trucks with the two end 
trucks pO\,ered. The cars have blended dynami c/spring 
applied d i $c brakes (the disc brakes are released by 
the action of hydrauli c  cylinders - no a i r  i nvolved). 
Each car weighs approximately 87,090 lb. (43 and 1/2 
to n s) . Passenger capaci ty i s  7 6  seated and  180 
standees (total of 512 for a two-car train). Maximum 
service speed of the cars i s  55 MPH. Mi nimum turni ng 
radius is 82 feet. Next month we hope to have more 
technical details. 

00000000 

WATCH THE CHAPTER'S MAILING ADDRESS 

We recently were informed that some mail addressed 
to the Chapter as follows was returned to the sender 
as  undeliverable: 

Pacific  Northwest Chapter NRHS 
Editor, "The Trai nmaster" 
Room 1, Union Station 
Portland OR 97209 

The mailing was sent back to the sender with the fol
lowing penciled in on the front cover: 

800 N W 6th 
Portland OR 

Thus  b e  alert i f  you f i n d  that the ma i l  i s  not 
getting to Room One and noti fy our chief stamp col
lector and Postal System supporter, President Rich. 

00000000 

WASHINGTON, D. C., CHAPTER BY-LAW CHANGES 

It appears that the NRHS Chapter of our nation's 
capital c i ty i s  a nnoyed that the series of by-law 
changes that they submitted to National i n  the Fall 
of 1985 might not be acted on until a nother year. It 
sure would be fun to see what those "legislative" 
types have been up to. 

(Copies of the National by-laws are i n  Room ONE.) 

00000000 

N R H S 1987 CO N V E N TID N 

The 1987 Convention will be held in Roanoke ,  Virginia 
beginni ng on 28 July and wi n d i ng up 2 August, 1987. 
Hotel Roanoke will be the headquarters. Engines 611, 
4501, and 1218 wlll be on hand for the convention. 

And the 1988 Convention might go to Somerset, New 
Jersey, for the last two weeks of July, 1988. 

00000000 

8RIDGE BUFF NEEDS HELP 

v. Allan Vaughn sent out a memo asking our members to 
try and assist a fellow in Missouri who is seeking 
some information on some bridges . He sai d: IIIf 
you're a bridge buff, then here's your chance to help 
a fellow fan. We have a letter from WILBERT WILLIAMS 
of 3115 Springtime Lane H207, Flor i ssant, M i ssouri 
63033, who is looking for data on the first five i ron 
bri dges over the Mi s s i ssippi River built between 1865 
and 1870: Burl ington, C1 inton, Sabula , and Dubuque, 
Iowa , and  Rock I s la n d, I l l i no i s .  Bill i s  doing 
research on pre-1900 spans on the Mi s s i s sippi, from 
Memphi s to McGregor, and the Mi ssouri, B i  smarck to 
the mouth." 

00000000 

CHAPTER MEMBERS DESERVING PRAISE 

The July i s sue of the Trainmaster was assembled by a 
crew consi sting of MARILYN REHM, DAVID BROWN, and 
J I M  EDGAR. Dependi ng on your views of the contents 
or quality of that i ssue, maybe you should thank 'em. 



AUGUST 1986 THE TRAINMASTER Page 9 

Light-rail claims first victim 
By TOM HAU.MAN JR. holding the rear·wheel assembly to the sen, director 01 the agency's communi· 
.. ___ axle was missing. ty affairs. No passengers were o n  

TrI.M.t', Ught·rail system claimed While the driver and two passen· board the train, which begins full·tlme 
Its ftrIt victim Monday night when a gers remained In the car, Ely went to service along a 15.1·mile route Sept. 5.  
20-year-old Vancouver, Wasb., man look for something to use as a cotter "He was operating at a high·degree 
wandering along tbe tracks nellr pin, Groepper said. He said Ely climbed of efficiency," he said. "The train 

Northeast 68th Avenue was struck and over a 3�·foot TrI·Met barrier wall lights were on, and he put the brakes 
tilled by a train traveling nearly 50 and was wandering along the railroad on the moment he saw the man on the 
mph. tracks when train No. 123, making a tracks. But at the speed he was going, 

Albert Richard Ely Jr., 8424 N.E. test run to Gresham, approached. Ely's It tak es 800 leet to stop that machine. 
13th Ave., wu thrown more than 50 friends yeUed to warn Ely, but he He had about 85 leet and there was 
feet and died at the scene of the 11:30 could not hear them because of free· just no way he could have stopped in 

p.m. accident, said Henry Groepper, way noise, Groepper said. time. 
the Portland Police Bureau's public Ely's father, Albert Richard Ely, "He did everything he could have 
1Df0rmatioD officer. said his SOD and his friends were done to prevent the accident," Grund · 

The accident occurred wheD Ely, a, returning home after spending the eve· fossen said. "It's an industrial accident. 
saw operator for Vancouver Manufac· nlng In Portland. The man should not have been wher� 
turing, was OD the TrI·Met right of "Wha t can I say? I'm still trying to he was. It's no different than an acci· 
way 100ldng for a nail or a piece of figure it out myself," Ely said. "He was dent that could take place on Southern 
wire to fashion Into a cotter plD that he a tske·charge kind of hoy who could Paclllc Railroad tracks." 

. 
could use to repair a disabled car, fix things. "It wasn't even his car and He said there are only two spots 
Groepper said. yet he was trying to fix it. He was just along the light·rall route where the 

Ely bad heen a passenger In the car, a passenger trying to help out." train reaches speeds of up to 50 mph: 
which began shaking wbile being driv· The operator of the train, Dale D. Grundfossen said when the train trav: 
en west on Interstate 84, Groepper Depeel, 49, TrI·Met's driver of the year els through downtown Portland it will 
said. The driver pulled the car off the In 1983 and one of 32 light·rail drivers, be moving the same speed as automo
road and discovered that a cotter pin was not injured, said Peter Grundfos· bile traffic. 

R�J>I<I,,""O> WITJ.\ P£R.M\$�IOtJ 

THE OREGONIAN, WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 1986 
© (�eh B, 1J/E' ORU'orJ IArJ 

ALL R1Gt115 RESt RyE-I:> 

THE OREGONIAN, SUNDAY, JULY 20,1986 

,�ui� could dump state 
- . .. � .. 

railroad office off track 
ContpIed from Riff and .,.. reports 

SALEM - Refusal by Union Pacific 
Railroad to pay $500,000 to the state of ' 
Oregon is threatening to close a divi. 
sion of the Public Utility Commission. 
er's office charged with regulating rail 
transportation safety, state officials 

� said Friday. , 
"If they don't 'liay, we run out of 

money Oct. .:' said Dave Astle, assis-
tant public utility commissioner in 
charge of the state's rail program. 

Money paid by the railroads is used 
t o  finance railroad crOSSing and 
employee safety programs and track 
inspections. It is assessed on the basis 
of how much business the railroad does 
haulinggoods in and through the state. 

' .  
Seventeen people are employed i n  

t h e  division, which makes safety 
inspections on freight cars, railroad 
tracks and railroad crossings and also 
sponsors train employee safety pro. 
grams, 

Union Pacific filed a suit in federal 
court in Portland last month charging 
that tho mo ne y it pays to the state vio-
lates a 1976 federal law prohibiting 
taxes that discriminate against raU. 
roads. 

In filing the suit, Union Pacific 
refused to make a June 16 payment of 
$250,000 charged by the state to the 
raUroad for doing business in Oregon 
and is ref�ng to make a second pay. 
ment of $ ,000 due Nov. 17. 
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UPDATE ON COMMITTEE ACTIVITY 
Formed in September of last year, the 22-

member Railroad Museum Committee appointed by 
Mayor Bryce Seidl has been studying the feasibility 
of a railroad museum in Vancouver. The committee 
divided into twO subcommittees--one focusing on 
design and display. and the other focusing on 
potential s i tes. 

The Design and Display subcommittee's task 
includes definition of potential physical scope, 
facilities requirements and museum displays. 

The Site subcommittee has been studying 
alternative sites in Vancouver which might be 
feasible for a railroad museum development. 

After several months of in-depth researcb, 
the committee is i n  tbe process of formulating its 
recommendations to the city council. Eacb subcom
mittee will present its findings to tbe full museum 
committee. A presentation will be made to City 
Council at a public meeting in  the next few 
months. 

Facilities of three different sizes and scopes 
are being analyzed for potential consideration. 

Positive Tourist Benefits 
Between the Fort Vancouver National I l is

toric Site, renovated Officers' Row, and the rail
road museum, Vancouver possesses the potential to 
be a major tourist destination. Traffic counts indi
cate that on a weekday i n  the summer montbs (June 

. through August), typically 94,000 cars pass over the 
I nterstate 5 bridge in a 24-hour period. Visitor 
count at the FOri Vancouver National Historic Site 
is in  the neighborhood of 28, 1 3 5  per month. A 
railroad museum on a large scale would prove a 
draw to the region for visitors up and down the 
West Coast. Benefits to tbe region would be 

numerous. Both the Winter Olympics in Calgary, 
Alberta in 1 988 and the Washington State Centen
nial in  1989, will bring tourists up the 1-5 corridor 
through Southwest Washington. A first-class rail
road museum facility will bring them to Vancouver. 
Presently, Southwest Washington is an area only 
m i ni ma lly dependent on tourism compared 10 olher 
portions of the state. Figures released from the 

Selection 1 :  This could b e  a "significant" 
railroad museum with over 1 00 years of railroading 
history on display in large buildings. The facility 
would include elaborate displays and an extensive 
collection of locomotives and rolling stock. There 
would be curatorial facilities, a spur track and all 
the amenities outlined in alternatives 2 and 3. 

Selection 2: This could include an e n larged 
shop, storage 'and display b uildings which would 
house four to s i x  steam locomotives. operational 
diesels, and twelve to twenty-four additional rail
road cars. More property could be acquired, and a 
restored passenger station and enlarged loop track 
for steaming up locomotives could also be a parr of 
tbis facility. 

Selection 3: A static display museum, witb a 
combination of either shop and display buildings or 
sbop and storage buildings, which could shelter 
approximately tbree steam and d iesel locomotives 
and twelve assorted cars. Tbe museum could also 
consist of a restored turn-or -the-century station 
house and a small loop track on which a locomotive 
could be steamed up. 

State of Washington Department of Trade and 
Economic Development indicate: 

• 

• 

• 

tourism in Clark ("ou n t y  generated $92 million 
dollars in payro ll 

employed 1 . 1 00 people 

added $2.5 million to tax receipts 

A focus on historic Vancouver and Southwest 
Washington and . opportunities for recreation af
forded by the Columbia Go rge and the Columbia 
River could showcase the many :ittractions that are 
available to visitors and residents alike. Vancouver 
has the opportunity to create a unique landmark-
there is no other railroad attraction in  the area 
similar to what is envisioned for Vancouver. Such a 
museum would be the finest interpretive railroad 
museum in the Pacific Northwest and would pre
serve for generations to come the rich history of 
th,' railroad and men and women who made that 
history happen. 
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THE TRAIN LINE 

by Doug Auburg 

For our l ook back in history thh month. we ' l l  
start off with some very i nteresting personal 
notes from Chapter member Jack Rune'man of 
Gl eneden Beach Oregon. Jack responded to my 
request of 'ast month for input from members. 
Jack Is a retired engineer from the Portland 
Terminal Company. He started as a fireman i n  
September o f  1941 and has kept a di ary of 
important events In his tillle book ever since. 
Jack provides the following interesting data about 
the Termi nal C�any, Unton Statton lind the 
raflroads of the area: 

April 1, 1925--There were 46 trains per day In 
and out of Union Station (some joint service). 
Information Is from the Northern Pacific 
Termin a l  Co. (N.P.T.Co.) Union Station Tille 
Table. 

2. 1944--4.800.000 passengers I n  and out of 
Union Station. 

3. Shasta Daylight trains started coming Into 
Union Station on July 10, 1949. The Terminal 
Company handled their ALCO engines. 

4. 

5. 

N.P. ran the last steam engine Into Portland. 
N.P .T.Co. handled a l l  N.P. engines. 

The N.P.T.Co. changed its name to Portland 
Terminal Co�any (P.T.RR.Co.)  on November 1 .  
1965. 

6. The Milwaukee Railroad began running traIns 
Into Portland for the first time on March 22, 
1971. 

7. AMTRAK took over passenger trains on May I,  
1971. 

8. Rat Iway Express Co. closed for good 1n 
November, 1975. 

9. 

10. 

Portland Terminal Co. cel ebrated Its lOOth 
anni versary on August 28. 1982. 

Al l P.T .RR.Co. engines put on standby i n  
December. 1983 and are for s a l e .  Terminal Co. 
cre�s now use U.P .• S.P. and B.N. engines. 

11. P.T.RR.Co. Round House at Guilds Lake was 
demo l i shed In September. 1985. 

Thank you so much, Jack, for sharing these 
personal pieces of history from your l i fe. 

Now for a l i ttle l ook Into the Ma9azlnes for the 
remafnder of thts month ' s  article. For this month 
I 'm going to l i m i t  my subject to the 1936 Ranway 
Age articles and editoria l s .  

For most o f  us. well for me anyway, 1936 I s  a year 
with no personal Impact because we had'nt been 
born yet or weren ' t  old enough to know very much 
about the wor ld beyond our own hOllIeS and 
neighborhoods. Everyone knows the U.S. and and 
worl d  were In the midst of The Great Depression at 
that time. In fact, right In the middle if 1929 
Is taken as the beginning and 1940/41 as the end. 
But what e l s e  was happen ing I n  that particular 
year that might get a lot of coverage In the 
Railroad press? The race for the presidency of 
the United States. that's what. More. spectflc� 
ally. the Frankl f n  D .  Roosevel t ' s  cllllpaign for re� 
election to a second ter�. 

Whether you agree with hts policies, programs. 
etc. or not, I doubt I f  anyone could argue that 
any single President of the Twenti eth Century has 
had a greater I�act on the sodal fabric of our 
Repub l i c  or Its economiC system. Many of the 
things we take for granted today were being fou9ht 
over during this period. Things l i k e  "col lective 
bargai ning" "Sodal Security", "socl5l welfare 
programs" .  �nd even "unempl oyment Insurance" were. 
for the MOst part e i ther just political theories 
or available only to a few. 

I hadn ' t  ever thought about this period In the 
·present hnse" before. By that I mean that 1 had 
always read about it in hi story books. These 
books were, of course, written after the fact and 
therefore wi th the perspeet he of ·past events." 
However , reading the various editorfals I n  the 
1936 RatlwlllY Age gives one the perspec tive of 
"now" and the "future" election. I think its fall" 
to say that the u l 1 roads are now and have been 
among the most conservative of American 
industries. This attitude Is certainly borne out 
I n  rudlng their i ndustry magaz i n e ' s  statements 
and discussion of what ·was at stake" In the 1936 
election. Of particular Interest I s  the language 
In which the arguments are framed. 

In the Chapter ' s  col l ection of Rai lway Age 
magazines. there are three editor i a l s  that 
I l l ustrate these points as well as the time before 
and Innedhtely after FOR's decistve e l ection 
vi ctory. The first. entitled "The ' C l ass 
Struggl e '  and Capftal1 sm" can be found In the 
August 29 fssue. The second entitled "Today ' s  
Great Opportunity For Far-Sighted Leadershtp� 
comes from the October 10 tssue, and the final one 
entitled -The E l ect10n" i s  1n the November 7 
fssue. just after the election. 

The ffrst characterizes the e l ection as 
' approximat ing ' the class struggles between the 
proponents of Cap i ta l i sm and Soc i a l i sm. Compari
sons are drawn directly to the Russian Revolution, 
the rise of Fascism in Italy and Nul 15m In 
Germany. the Span i s h  Revol ution and the recent 
success of Socialists 1n France with the upcoming 
election 1n the U.S. A topic sentence I s  typical 
of the tone: "Radicals, on the one hand. 
Including l abor unton leaders, and most business 
men. l arge and smal l .  on the other hand, 
instinctively recognize that the pol1tical 
campafgn I n  the United States this year 1s 
approximating a ' c l ass struggle' between those 
favoring capitalism and soci a l i sm. and are lining 
up accordingly," The art1cle then goes on the 
d 1 scuss its view of the possible dfre consequences 
of the rfse of a poten tial ' l abor' party by 1940. 

The second article deals with management theory in 
operating a raflroad. or other industry. It 
recognizes that Many, or most, of the c�lex 
operating rules are the direct result of some 
rai lroad manager' s  past practice of obtaining work 
from h i s  l abor force without proper compensation. 
( Perhaps an early statement of the truism that 
most union shops are the resu l t  of poor 
management . )  The editorial then goes on the 
extend these Issues to the upcoming election. The 
acttons of an ICC CQft1llissloner are compared to 
those of that over anxious rat lroad manager In 
extorting extra work product. An argument Is made 
for high ethical standards In workln9 with 
employees as a conclusion. 

The final article was written within hours of 
President Rooseve l t ' s smashing re-election. Whi l e  
n o t  backing down. I t  does take a path of 
reconc i l i ation by concluding: -Most business men 

opposed Mr. Roosevelt ' s  re-election. They 
have been soundly beaten. There i s  only one thing 
they can now reasonably do--accept the result 
philosophically, continue to oppose government 
policfes they consider unsound • • •  " "Meantime, 
they may well ponder the question why the views of 
business fllen regarding government policies 
affecting business had so l t t t l e  infl uence on most 
voters.-

This may be of l i t t l e  Interest to many. or most. 
of you. Let me suggest. however , that It Is 
i nstructive to read the honestly held views of our 
forebearers. compare their predictIons which what 
has actually happened during the Intervening fifty 
years, and f i n a l l y  decide how effective they were 
as fortune tellers. Can we apply any of this data 
to the predictions of today1s politicians, 
business. and/or l abor leaders? If so then such 
historical reading may be of value. 
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THE MAKING OF A TRAIN FAN ON THE 0 - W R AND N 

by RAY S_ HEWITT 

Copyright by author, 1986. A l l  ri ghts reserved. 

I bec ame a tra i n fan at a n  e a r l y a ge and i n  an 
unl i ke l y  p l ace. It was in M i l ton , Oregon ( now known 
as Mi Hon-Freewater), on a branch 1 i ne of the O-W R 
and N �  where the traffic was not heavy, the trai ns 
were rel at i ve l y  short, the engi nes were sma l l  -- by 
today's stan da rds a nywa y ,  a n d  the l an d s c a p e  was  
something short of  spectacu l ar. In fact before I 
went to c o l l ege I had  r i dden a t ra i n  on l y  three 
times , and my total mi l eage was s l i ghtl y  over 400 . 

I suspect that what rea l l y  grabbed me, and grabbed me 
hard, l ong before I had reached the age of s i x ,  was 
sheer n o i s e  a n d  s pecta c l e ,  begi n n i ng w i th the 
whi stles  that fl oated i n  from the depot, a mi l e  to 
the north. There were whi stles for the ma i n  street 
cros s i ng a b l ock east of the station and for the 
i ndustr i a l  cros s i ng a quarter-m i l e  west, and whi stles 
for the order board itsel f. 

The station and its i nevitable compa n i o n ,  the water 
tank, stood near the north end of M i l ton,  where fruit 
packi ng houses 1 i ned the track, crowded against the 
l i mits of the twin c i ty,  Freewater. Oi rectly north 
of the track was the two story Fru i t  Growers Un ion 
pac k i ng house. which formed a perfect soundi ng board 
for the whi s t l e s. I t  w a s  a t h r i l l  to be at the 
station  a n d  hear the f o u r  wh i s t l e  b l a s t s  of the 
arri v i ng tra i n  bounce. ampl i fi ed ,  off the wal l s  of 
the Fru i t  Growers Union,  fol l owed by a coup l e  of 
seconds 1 a ter by two short toots a fter the order 
board responded. 

Add to the whi stles the whish of esca p i ng steam, the 
cl anging of the bel l accompan ied by the double "hi st ,  
hi st" a t  every l i ft o f  the steam-dri ven bel l ,  the 
rush of escaping a i r  from the brake system , and the 
rhythmi c IIhuh-huh, huh-huh" of the a i r-pump exhaust. 
Add i n  the gray smoke mi xed with steam as it a scended 
from the sta c k ,  a n d  you c a n  see why I wanted to 
become a n  engi neer. But so d i d  a l l  my young fri ends. 
That amb i t i on was pushed a s i de when we saw the fi rst 
a i rpl ane f ly  over the tow n ,  and a l l  of us turned to 
making toy a i rpl anes out of fruit box scraps and 
v i b r at i n g  o u r  tongues  i n  i m i ta t i o n  of a i r p l ane  
engines. 

The excitement of people c l i mb i ng and descending the 
coaches ' steps, the rattle of the steel t i res of the 
baggage carts, the cries of wel come and the goodbyes 
were on l y  a backdrop for wha t was a magnet for sma 1 1  
boys: the c l  ang of the 1 i d on the tender ' s  wa ter 
tank, the steering of the water spout i nto the hatch, 
the pul l on the rope that sent the water spl a sh i ng 
i nto the ho l e ,  and the tank i ndi cator dropp i ng down 
the wooden s i des of the tan k ,  h i  gh above u s  on its 
mas s i ve wooden pi l l ars. 

The departure was a s  dramati c  a s  the arri val , because 
i t  was  accompa n i ed by the c o n d uc to r ' s  s t i r r i ng 
"booooard ! l I and "a l l  aboard ; "  by whi stle,  bel l ,  and 
more i mportantly, the crack of the stack, the uprush 
of smoke and steam; and somet i me s ,  it we were l ucky, 
by a l l  he l l  brea k i ng l o ose a s  the d r i v e r s  s p u n  
wi l dl y. 

Perhaps I was drawn to the rai l road by a subconscious 
awareness of how important it was to the commun i ty, 
which was and sti l l  i s  the heart of a major fru it
produ c i n g  a rea of Oregon. E v e ry s ummer about a 
hundred carl oads of fresh cherries and a thousand 
carloads of fresh prunes went to eastern markets 
aboard refri gerated express cars.  I n  the l ate surrmer 
and fa l l  at l east two hundred carl oads of app l es went 

out. The r a i l r o a d  was  abso l ute l y  v i t a  1 t o  our  
economy: n�t merel y  for fru i t ,  but al so for wheat 
h a y ,  a �d l l vestock , a n d  for b r i n g i ng i n  n e a r l ; 
everyth 1 ng we needed from ga501 i ne to hardware new 
cars, c l oth i ng, and  groceries. 

' 

My earl i est recol l ection of the action at the station 
probably dates from the summer of 1918, when I was 
fl Ve years o l d. I remember a c rowd of peop l e  on the 
p l atform l ook i ng at a stri ng of several coaches fu l l  
of kha k l - c l a d  men bes i de open car windows. Ind i v i d
u a l s  were handing u p  goodi es to the soldi ers. As the 
tral n s l owly  pul l ed out , I focused upon a man ho l di ng 
up to the 1 eve 1 of the wi ndow s i l l  a 1 ug of fresh 
fru l t ,  where It cou l d  easi l y  be grasped. A pa i r  of 
arms reached out and  took the offeri ng ,  and  the man 
wa l ked away with a sati sfied l ook on h i s  face. 

At some time duri ng my earl y tra i n-watchi ng years I 
w�tnessed , a n  exc i t i ng specta c l e ,  the arr i val of a 
t1 ny, antlque l ocomot i ve at the head of what was 
surely a passenger extra. 

It had a narrow boi l er that sat l ow on the dri vers 
and had a sharp upward taper just ahead of the cab. 
Its f l a n ng smokestack was as l a rge i n  top d i ameter 
as the bOl l e r ;  a part of l ong rods s l oped downward 
from the smokebox at a 45 degree angl e to brace the 
maS S l Ve cowcatcher (p i l ot) i n  pos ition .  It had a 
l eadi ng four-wheel truck and a double pa i r  of drive 
whee l s  (whi ch ra i l  buffs wi l l  recognize as the wheel 
a r r a n,gement of the Ame r i c a n  type , 4-4 - 0 ) a n d  a 
squarl sh cab to house the engine crew. 

The appearance i nt r i gued me, because i t  was d i ffer
ent, but my exci tement arose from the sounds rather 
than the S ight. The engine stormed up to the station 
l lke a Scotch terrier i nvadi ng a convent i on of cats _ 
a terrier bark i ng with the voice of a dog ten times 
h i s  s i ze. Cl ouds of smoke rol l e d  out of the stack
cl ouds of steam erupted from the safety v a l ve a nd 
swi r l ed from l eaky jOi nts,  to wreathe the front end 
1 n m1 st. Steam jets snarl ed out of the a i r-pump 
exhaust. But these sounds d i d  not assau lt  my ears a 
tenth as much a s  the whi st l e  and bel l . 

My � x p e r i e nce s u b s equent to those e a r l y yea r s  
conV1nces me that a s  far a s  steam l ocomoti ves are 
co�cerned, the sma 1 1  er the eng; ne, the l ouder the 
whl stl e. In 1945 when I fi rst heard the whi stl e  of a 
B i g  Boy , the 4-8-8-4 , wh i c h  ha s been ca l l ed the 
l a rgest steam l ocomoti ve i n  the worl d  I wa s ha l f  
a s l eep i n  a P u l l ma n  berth i n  Cheye�ne. A s  the 
hu l k I ng gl ant steamed s l owly  past it whi stled and 1 
thought , "H.ow, pol ite ! "  

,
It was a; though the B i g  Boy 

was apolog l Z l ng for belng such a b i g  brute. The 
whl st l e  of thi s dimi nut i ve 4-4-0 r�cketed off the 
tracks i de packi ng house s ,  searched out every corner, 
pen�trated every recess , and vibrated deep wi thi n my 
audl tory canal.  That was a noi se that hurt! 

The whi stl e was not a l l .  After a l l , it sounded its 
code and then ceased. Not so, the bel l ,  which pealed 
a l l  the whl l e ,  a s  it rocked back and forth, pu l l ed by 
the rope 1 n  the hands of the t i re l ess fi reman. It  
was a most ins i stent bel l .  

The usua 1 1 ocomot i ve of my chi 1 dhood had a be 1 1  tha t 
sounded its own name: "el l -bel l el l -bel l " the most 
o r d i nary sound  o n e  c o u l d a s k

' 
for - not l i k e the 

"jang-ga 1 angU from the sp; re of the Mi 1 ton Methodi st 
Church or the "muhl -nal l -nee" of Central School ' s  
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bel l when I was p l aying i n  the n�r�h yar� at n�on.  
It was  more i n s i s tent than the n l ng,  m ng, O1n9, 
n i ngu  produced by the power-dri v�n cl �pper on the 
front end bel l  of the early F-serles dles�l s J and a 
good deal more harmoni ous . . Over the d

,� 
stance of 

a l most seventy years I can stl 1 1  hear the mern-�erl . 
mern-perl " from that l i ttle en�i ne's bel l ,  nel �her 
mournful nor clangorou s ,  but muslcal and penetratlng. 

Before the tra i n  pu l l ed Qut, l uck upon l uck for me, 
the dri vers s l i pped wi l dl y  as the eng i ne struggled to 
accel erate i ts l oad. and my ears were rewarded w l th a 
cascade of s teamy chuffs. 

Later , my father who had been at my s i de a l l  the 
whi l e ,  scornfu l l y  referred to that l ocomotl ve a s  the 
I IYakima Teakettl e , "  but as for me, a rai l  fan was 
born a t  that moment. 

Actua l l y the O-W R and N depot was a focal poi nt for 
Mi l ton a�d Freewater. Al l v i s i tors came by ra i l  and 
l eft the same way, unless  they were from Wal l a  Wal l a ,  
i n  whi ch case they probably arrl ved by WWVR, . the 
i nterurban electri C ,  whi ch covered the twelve ml 1 es 
once every hour. When Cou s i n  Oni e  came from Kokomo, 
Indi ana , accompan i ed by Cous i n  Maude from Ma l vern , 
Iowa , we p i cked them up a t  the depot and returned 
them to the same spot a few days l ater. There was no 
other way: auto travel was out of the question and 
a i r  travel for touri sts had never even been heard of. 
The performers i n  summer Chautauqua progress�d al ong 
the i r  ci rcui t by tra i n ;  when we heard the whl s t l e  of 
the 3 : 15 we k n ew a new group of mu s i c i an s  a n d  
l ecturers was arri v i ng for the n i ght ' s  program and 
yesterday ' s  arti sts were on thei r  way to the next 
stand. 

Arr i v i ng pa ssengers a l i ghted on a p l atform surrounded 
by parked cars , mostly Model T Fords, but some Chev
ro l e t s , B u i ck s ,  a n d  Dodge s , a l l  of them to u r l n g  
mode 1 s - wi th open s i des and cl oth tops. A s  wel l ,  as  
cars , they saw an occas i onal buggy and a scatterlng 
of h o r s e - d rawn d rays . They s a w  a throng of 
townspeopl e ,  ready to del i ver or to meet passengers, 
to p ick  up express packages , or just to see what was 
goi ng on. To use an express i on of the decade of the 
Sixties,  i t  was "where the action was . "  

I remember two p a s senger t ra i n s  a day each way.  
Around 7 : 00 AM from the west, and 6:30 PM from the 
east, a short pas senger tra i n  rol l e� i n  w i th two 
coaches i n  Pul l man green. The l ocomot l ve was a s ma l l  
one w i th h i gh drive wheel s, probably a n  Atlantic type 
(4-4-2). The i mportant tra i n s  of the day were the 
ones from the west around 9 AM and the one from the 
eas t  at 3 : 15 PM ( i t  was uni versa l l y  referred to as 
li the 3:15 , "  rather than as an eng i ne number or . a  
tra i n  number - a t  l ea s t ,  by the townspeop l e ,  who pa l d  
not attention to the n i ceties o f  rai l roadi ng). These 
mi d-morni n g  and mid-afternoon tra i ns were rea l l y  b l g !  
They had  n o  l e s s t h a n  three cars , i nc l u d i ng one 
baggage car and two coaches , a l l  i n  Pul l man green. 
During the fru i t  rush there woul d  l i ke l y  be an extra 
express car or two for shi pping out unrefri gerated 
fru i t .  The l ocomotives were b i g  too! They were 4-6-0 
types. At l east they were b i g  unti l ,  about ten years 
l ater I saw some Mal l ets on the mai n 1 i ne of the 
Un i o� Pac i f i c  wi th s i x  d r i vewhee l s  on each s i de 
i n s tead of three. 

Whi l e  wai ti n g  for i ncoming trai ns most people wou l d  
lounge on the platform, l ean against the bui l d i ng ,  
s i t  on a n  empty baggage truck, or use the wooden 
benches i n  the wa i t i ng room, where they coul d watch 
the s t a t i o n agent se l l i ng t i c k e t s , a n d  hear  the 
cl i ck i ng of the tel egraph. Some of the t l ckets, 
espec i a l l y  i f  the trip was to be a l ong one, woul d  be 
l o n g  too,  a s  much a s  a y a r d ,  i n  o n e  c o n t i n u o u s  
stri ng. Ou ts i de ,  under the eaves, were fi fty-ga l l on 

wooden barre l s  pai nted red and marked "FIRE. " During 
fresh frui t season there was sure to be one or more 
baggage t ruck p i l e d  h i gh wi th wooden crates  of 
strawberri es or l ugs of cherrles  or prunes - whatever 
was i n  season - for shi pment to regional markets, 
such as the Wi l l amette Val l ey or Pocatel l o ,  I d aho. 

Freight traffic was less  regular  than passenger" of 
Course. There was at l ea s t  one afternoon �rel ght 
e a s tbound  each day,  a n d  o n e  westbou nd . S l nce I 
reca l l  seeing green flags and white fl ags on the 
boi l ers of many a freight l ocomoti ve ,  the:e were 
u n doubted l y  fre i ghts  that escaped my not l ce .  I 
reca l l  some tra i ns a s  l ong a s  20 cars; the l ocomo
t i ves  v a r i ed i n  s i ze , b u t  I remember s ee i ng 
Consol i dations (2-8-0 type) more often than not. A l l  
o f  the l ocomoti ves , both fre i ght and passenger, had 
Stephenson va l ve motion. I t  was years after I had 
l e ft home before I e v e r  s aw Wael  scha e r t s  v a l v e  
acti on. 

My f i rs t  opportuni t i es to haunt the station came when 
my brother and I took on paper routes. I ran a route 
for the Portland Oregon Journa l ,  and he ran one for 
the Spokesman Review of Spokane.  My papers cam� i n  
on the mld-mor�rain and h i s  on  the � ;  15 : S l �ce 
he hel ped me with my route and I hel ped hlm wl th hl s ,  
we met both tra i n s  dUrl ng that surrrner to p l ck up 
bundles  as they were tossed out of the baggage car. 

Si nce the station was such an i nterest i ng p l ace, we 
woul d  make i t  a poi nt to a rr i ve early, so a s  not to 
m i s s  anything. And we were not the only ones. One 
day a couple of wagg i sh l o i terers decided to amuse 
themse l ve s  a t  the expense o f  the s t a t i o n  a g e n t .  
About 3 : 15 one o f  them rushed i nto the agent ' s  office 
a n d  s houted o u t ,  "The  3 : 15 has  j u s t  r u n  o f f  the 
Nursery bridge ! 1I 

Breathlessly,  Vi ncent Wal ker, the agent, ran outs i de 
to scan the track to the eas t ,  where a bri dge crossed 
the Wal l a  Wal l a Ri ver at the edge of Mi 1 ton Nursery 
property. He - and we - saw the 3 : 15 puffing merr i l y  
toward u s ,  wi th n o  s i gn of any probl em. 

Mr. Wal ker growl ed,  IIThere ' s  no wreck there . Wha t ' s  
the matter with you?" 

The wag repl i ed,  IINo,  1 d i d n '  t say i t  �as a wreck. I 
\'Ia s just reporti ng that I saw th� tra l n  �un �nto

ll
the 

bri dge from far s i de and run off l t  on thl S  s l de. 

When there was nothi ng e l s e  to do , we boys l ooked 
over the rai l road outbu i l d i ngs , just west of the 
Shi e l ds Frui t Packing hous e ,  where there were sheds 
for coal and sheds for rai l supp l i es and a section 
house a l l  UP yel l ow .  C lose  to the section house 
were

'
the ha ndca r ,  the mot o r i z e d  s p eede r ,  and  a 

t ra i l er ,  as wel l a s  a l ength of spare ra i l ,  resting 
on a wooden trestl e bes i de the track . 

We a l ways kept an eye on the l ocomoti ve that i d l ed 
bes i de the station i n  the afternoon whl l e  wa l tl ng for 
work orde r s . We were i mp r e s s e d  by i t s  s i ze ,  of 
course, and by the sounds i t  made.  Often it  was l eft 
untended and we wou l d  approach the cab l adder, to 
l ook up

' 
and marvel at a l l  the p i pes ,  gauge s ,  and 

handl es .  Those handles i mpressed us  the most ,  s i nce 
they l ooked l i ke brakes,  �nd i t. sti rred our i magi na
ti ons to thi n k  of a mach l ne blg enough to need a l l  
those brakes.  We were somewhat d i  s i  l 1 us ioned by the 
facts exp l a i ned by the engineer, who, responding to 
our youthful hero worsh i p , . pOi nted out the throttle,  
the eng i ne brake, the tra l n  brake, and the Johnson 
bar or reverse l ever. What a l etdown ! The l ongest, 
most i mpressive l ever of a l l  was just a reverse lever 
and not a brake at a l l !  

We coul d have cl imbed i nto the cab wi thout perm i s s i on 
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duri ng the times the engine was untended, but we were 
hel d back by the sounds: occa s i on a l  panti.ng,  and , 
once i n  a whi l e ,  a s i gh, a s  thDug.h the englne cou l d  
see u s  and wanted u s  to keep our dl stance. 

We d id  not dare get too cl ose for another reason: we 
had seen spurts of hot, steamy �ater �l ow, wit�out 
warning, out of a p i pe whi c,h culml nated 1 n  a multl p l e  
outlet just above the ra , l  l evel, below the cab. 
Years l ater I l earned that thi s  water came from the 
boi l er-i njector overfl ow. 

After the 1 ocomoti ve had set a whi 1 e and the engi ne 
crew were ready to resume swi tch i ng, one of them 
wou l d  turn a val ve and the engi ne woul d  beg i n  to h i ss 
wh i l e  at the same t i me a stream of steam and smoke 
wou l d  erupt from the stack. It was, as I now know, 
the bl ower used to create a draft ; n  the fi rebox. 

Exci tement picked up aroun� .the station when . the 
weedburner made its annual V1 S 1 t. It  l oomed up 1 n  a 
ha lo  of b l ue smoke to the east; a short t ra i n  emerged 
from the smoke, fol l owed by section men on a motor 
c a r  a n d  t ra i l er, h au l i n g a water b a r r e l , to 
ext i nguish  the fi res l eft beh i nd. The weedburner 
c o n s i sted o f  a l ocomot i v e  a n d  two or t h r e e  c a r s  
carrying fuel tanks and a bur.ner c a r  on the re�r that 
projected fl ames upon the n ght-of-way, to d, scour
a g e ,  i f  not consum�, the  weeds a n d  b r u s h  that 
encroached upon the rl ght-of-way. 

Several mornings i n  a row we not i c.ed. an express car 
parked by i tsel f on a sel dom used s , dl ng south of the 
station. We l earned that i t  was p i c ked up l ater i n  
the day by a regul ar t ra i n  and then returned the next 
morn i n g by a nother tra i n . Eventua l l y ,  a fter  a 
coupl er suffered a s l i ght mi shap , the car was due to 
be moved away for repa i r. My brother and I were 
wa;  t i  ng for the 3 :  15 .  So we  were on hand for the 
show. A switch engine nudged the express car,  but 
the car ' s  coupler fa i l ed to l atch. The. j a r  sent the 
e x p r e s s  c a r  i n c h i n g  towa rd a d e r a l l  about two 
hundred  yards  away, who p u r p o s e  w a s  to p revent 
runaways from entering the ma i n1 i ne ,  where they cou l d  
coast for mi l es on a s l i ght grade t o  the west. 

In a b i t  of a hurry, the switch engi neer tri ed aga i n  
to coup l e ,  aga i n  wi thout success, but effe�t; ng a 
n ot i ce a b l e  a c c e l e r at i o n  toward the d e ra l 1 .  A 
brakeman pushed short l engths o f  two-by-four under 
the whee l s  wi thout avai 1.  The fl  anges crushed the 
wood to spl i nters as eas i l y  as though they were eggs. 
Another brakeman was trying to set the handbrake, 
but h i s  effort was i n  va i n. Obv i ou s l y  the brake was 
defecti ve. One more attempt by the swi tch engi ne 
succeeded only i n  speeding up the car l s pace from a 
wa l k  to a trot. The dera i l  was gett i n g  cl oser and 
cl oser as men came runn i ng from a l l  quarters of the 
yard wi th sections of 1 umber to thrust under the 
whee l s, but i t  was  obv i o u s  t h a t  what they were 
bri ngi ng was too l i ttl e  and they were too .l ate. Just 
when it seemed that dera l l ment was l nevltab l e ,  the 
stat i on agent, Vi ncent Walker,  staggered forward with 
a rai l road tie i n  h i s  arms, whi ch he tossed on the 
ra i 1 ahead of the fl eei ng car. There came a bumpi ng 
and cl umpi ng sound and a rocking of the car, but it  
stopped, and  everybody s i ghed with rel i ef. 

As my brother a n d  I reached  h i g h - s choo l a ge ,  we 
dropped the paper routes, for. we were o l d  e�ough to 
get j ob s  i n  the f r u i t-pac k l n �  houses  d u r , n g  the 
summer fruit rush. It  was dun ng th, s season that 
the rai l road l s  importance became unmistakable. 

Lamb Fru i t  Company ' s  pac k i ng hou �e was a bl ock e�st 
of the depot. Fruit Grower 1 s  Unl on, as I have s a l d ,  
"as bes i de the depot. A ha l f-blOCk farther east were 
Shi e l ds Fruit Company and Denni son ' s. Each pack i ng 
house had i ts own s i d i ng or s i d i ngs. On the oppos,te 

s i de of the street from Sh ie lds ,  Mi lton I ce a n d  Col d 
Storage Company had i ts own s i d i ng ,  too, to e xp i d i te 
the s h i pment o f  s to re d  fru i t  a n d  the i c i n g o f  
refri gerator cars. Cakes o f  i ce rol l ed o n  overhead 
conveyors, to be shattered and tumb l ed i nto the car
end bunkers and comb i ned with rock salt. From the 
four l ower corners of each i ced car came a gent l e  
drip  of sa lty water as the i ce gradua l l y  mel ted, a 
v i s i b l e  symbol of the rel ationship of the r a i l road 
and the Wal l a  Wal l a  Val l ey fru i t  di stri ct. Without 
the i ce the sa lt  was usel ess , but without the salt 
the i c e  was i neffective. Both were essent i a l , j ust 
l i ke the supply of fruit and the ra i l road to bear i t  
away. 

L i ke the steady fl ow of melted i c e  came the progress 
of the fruit season. The unloading ramp bes i de each 
of the fru it houses was popu 1 a ted by a l i ne-up of 
trucks fu l l  of fresh prunes. They were mos t l y  Model 
Ts, to say nothing of an occasional Mack, w i th hard
rubber t i res and cha i n  dri ve , or, once in a wh i l e ,  a 
horsedrawn wagon. Al l these conveyances were l oaded 
with 40-pound wooden app l e  boxes fu l l  of orchard-run 
fresh prunes. The boxes vlere transferred to the 
pl atform, stacked, weighed, and moved to a storage 
area, to away the i r  turn for processi ng. 

The enti re commu n i ty of Mi l ton and its twi n  c i ty,  
Freewater, were i nvol ved in  the fruit rush, o r  so it 
seemed. After a l l ,  i t  took a lot of hel p  to p i c k ,  
transport, cul l ,  pack , and ship one thousand carl oads 
of prunes i n  f ive weeks. 

I had heard that fresh prunes were marketed i n  the 
East under the name of Cal i forn i a  pl ums, but we new 
better: after a l l ,  d i d  not the l abels  on the l ugs 
tel l it as it was? They were Ita l i a n  prunes ! So, 
when Easterners i ns i sted that prunes were s i mp l y  
dri ed a n d  wri nk led p l ums, we smi l ed secretly. 

At F ru ;  t Growers U n i o n  the o n e  who bos s e d  the 
unl oadi ng p l atform was l. B. Kicker, pri n c i p a l  of 
Central School dur i ng the school year. The highly  
pa i d  na i l ers . who a ssembl ed the wooded fru i t  boxes, 
were probably l ocal boys on vacation from col l ege. 
The women who gathered around the endless belt to 
p i ck out the cul l fru it  were housewives earn i n g  extra 
money for the fami l y. The cute g i r l  who set the l i ds 
i n  p l ace on the f i l l ed fru i t  l ugs was a hi gh-school 
seni o r. The young man who na i 1 ed on the 1 i d wa 5 a 
year-round fru i t  worker. The boy who held down the 
other end of the l i d  whi l e  i t  was bei ng nai l ed was a 
h i ghschool er l i ke me. To move the l i dded and stacked 
boxes by hand truck i nto the wa iting  refrigerator car 
and to stow them securely, there was a crew of husky boys from the McLoughl i n  Union H i gh School footbal l 
team. 

Mul t i p l y  th i s  assemb l y  l i ne by two when the rush was 
i n  fu l l  swi ng and by four to account for the other 
packi ng houses i n  the station area, to say noth i n g  of 
out l y i ng pac k i ng houses i n  the countrys i de ,  and  you 
have an i dea of the sca l e  of act i v i ty dur i ng prune 
season. Al l of th i s  came to a head i n  the ra i l road 
S i di ngs , where several reefers were being f i l l ed 
s i mu l taneou s l y. Neat stacks ,  about chest hi gh, with 
l ug ends para l l el to the car ends , f i l l ed the f loor 
except for ai r spaces between the stacks and a gap 
between the car door s ,  whi ch was f i l l ed with wooden 
braces to prevent s h i fting  of the l oad when the car 
jol ted. Then the doors were cl osed, l atChed, and 
seal ed, and the c� r was pushed away to be repl aced by 
an empty. 

De l ay was not appreci ated. If a switch eng i ne was 
not handy to shi ft the cars, the l o.dl ng crew haul ed 
out a substitute, a heavy pol e  of pol i shed wood, 
about e i ght feet l on g ,  w i th a stu rdy ste e l  t i p  
des i gned to provi d e  a 1 ever; ng act; on between the 
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rail and the t i re of one of the wheels. A downward 
push on the handle provi ded an upward l i ft on the 
t i re ,  enough to edge the car forward a couple of 
i nches. Thi s  move, fol lowed by a s  many others as 
were necessary, broke the i nertia, and, i f  the hand 
brake were fully released, the weight of two or three 
halfbacks, tackles, or guards, was suff i c i ent to roll 
the car slowly, ponderously i nto place. 

Meanwh i le, on the mai n  track, just feet away from all 
thi s  beehi ve of activ ity, passenger-tra i n  traffic 
cont i n ued as u s u a l ,  u n seen and u n h e a r d ;  u n seen, 
because of the screen of reefers, 1 aaded I empty, or 
i n  the process of being loaded; unheard because the 
workers had other things to do than li sten for tra i n s  
a n d  because there were too many other noi ses: the 
hum o f  electr i c  moto r s ; the clatter of c o n veyor 
whee 1 S; the thump o f  hand trucks on wooden floors; 
the rat-tat-tat of hatchet h e a d s  on box boa rds ; 
i nterm i ttent yells, l i k e Iltru c k e r ! ", summo n i n g  
someone t o  h a ul away a s t a c k  o f  f i  1 1  e d  box e s ;  
occa s i onally ti tters of g i rls o n  the assembly l i ne 
and low chatter from women on the sorti ng belt. 

But passenger tra i ns were not ignored by the fru i t  
i ndustry. With the permi s s i on of management, a team 
of h i gh-school-age workers dropped the i r  regular 
pack i ng-house a s s i g nments and scampered across the 
two tracks to the depot, to board every i ncomi ng 
passenger tra i n, ramble up and down the coach as iles, 
and sel l parcels of the same k i nd of fru i t  they were 
helpi ng to process on the other s i d e  of the tracks -
whatever was ; n  season, whether cherries or prunes. 
They had no di ffi culty di spo s i ng of the i r  merchan
d i s e ;  the pa s sengers  eage rly s na pped up the 
offer i ng s .  After the tra i n  left, the young entrepe
neurs settled up w ith the management for the cost of 
the fruit sold, pocketed thei r  profits,  and returned 
to the i r  normal tasks. 

Duri ng the hei ght of the prune rush the i ncomi ng 
frui t  would p i le up on the recei v i ng platforms faster 
than i t  could be processed, and therefore overtime 
work was necessary. The crews wou 1 d return a fter 
supper to continue proces s i ng until the platform was 
cleared, even i f  it took until 11 PM. Overtime work 
mi ght continue ni ght after n i ght for a week or so, 
during whi ch there were usually two switch engi nes i n  
the yard. 

As d u s k  fell the e n g i neers  would turn  on th e i r  
dynamos a n d  swi tch o n  the h e a d l i ght, the tende r 
l i ght, and the running l i ghts. the hi gh-p i tched 
whi ne of the i r  dynamos would penetrate the eveni ng 
a i r. When one heard the dynamos and smelled the 
ta i nt of coal smoke, he knew that the prune rush had 
reached i ts climax. Switch eng i nes were conti nuously 
on the run, shi ft i ng empti es, collecti ng loaded cars , 
and a s sembli ng the loads i nto tra i ns, ready to haul 
away. 

When a trai nload was ready, the engi neer wh i stled off 
and the locomoti ve would shoulder i ts way ahead.  The 
stack would bark, bark aga i n ,  and then roar i f  the 
dri vers should sli p ,  as often they d i d. Two longs , a 
short, and a long blast wou l d  escape from the whi stle 
to c 1 ea r the way for the cros s i ng.  As the tra i n 
gathered speed, so wou 1 d the stack notes . Then, 
unexpe ctedly, the chuffs  would s low down : the 
e n g i neer was apply i n g the a i r  to test the brake  
system. When i t  seemed a s  though the tra i n  must 
stop, i t  began to p ick  up speed aga i n :  the brakes 
had released. Before long the sound of the labori ng 
stack faded i n  the di stance and the caboose vani shed 
over the Nursery Hill.  

My fi rst r i de on  a tra i n  came unexpectedly one sunny 
surrmer a fternoon while the family was out for an 
a fternoon spi n in our Model T Ford touring car to 

Pendleton, 34 miles away from Mi l ton. 
My b rother a nd I had  never made a sec ret o f  our 
enthus i asm for tra i n s .  We had a wind-up American 
Flyer tra i n  set which got a tremendous workout during 
Chi rstmas vacations to the a ccompaniment of whi stles 
and chuff-chuff noi ses that Our throats and 1 i p s  had 
pract i ced to perfection .  No one caul d escape our 
glee when we saw a real-li fe tra i n  as the family 
toured the countrys i de .  Perhaps we had just seen one 
or more of the tra i ns that kept the ma i nl i ne hot i n  
the envi rons of Pendl eton. Anyway, Dad drove to the 
Pendleton station and made h i  s proposal: my brother 
and I to r i de the late-afternoon trai n  to Mi lton; the 
rest of the family to return to M i lton i n  the Ford 
and p i c k  us up at the stati on.  My s i ster Lois  was 
too small to accompany us boy s .  

What could we answer bes i des yelps of ecstasy li ke a 
couple of puppies turned loos e  to play with the k i ds? 
Dad put us aboard the tra i n  (two coaches - I don 't  
remember whether there w a s a baggage c a r )  w i th 
admani t i ons to behave oursel ves, (whi ch,  the reader 
will surely understand, were completely unnecessary, 
because by then I must have been all of e i ght years 
old and my brother a year and a half older), and 
i n s truct i o n s  to the c o n d u c tor to put u s  o f f  at 
Mi lton. 

From the fi rst turn of the wheels the tri p was a 
deli r i um of e x c i teme n t .  T h e  coach we c h o s e  wa s 
li ghtly occupied, and we could freely roam its  length 
a n d  change  s i des at  w i ll .  Whether w e  amu sed o r  
a nnoyed the adult passengers I don't remember. I was 
too carried away with del i ght  to noti ce . 

The branch 1 i ne from Pendleton to Mi lton and on to 
Walla Walla followed the Umatilla Ri ver upstream for 
a m i le or so and then turned, crossed the ri ver, and 
entered the canyon of Wildhorse Creek through rolling 
h i l l s · t h a t  l o o m e d  h i g h at f i r s t  a n d  t h e n  
progressi vely lower along the 15 miles to Adams, 
twi sti ng and turning as the creek made its convolu
ti ons ; past small gra i n  elevators at s i d i ng s  li ke 
Havana and Bl ake 1 ey, where wheat farmers depos ited 
the i r  harvest for the rai lroad to take charge of; 
reach i ng Adams, wh i ch i s  as  t i ny today a s  i t  was then 
bes i de its cluster of gra i n  elevators, with the Blue 
Mounta i ns loomi ng up to the south, the range that 
UP ' s  ma i nl i ne trave r s e s  b y  way o f  Meacham  C reek 
Canyon, Spri ng Creek, and the Grand Ronde Ri ver. 

On the way to Adams a n d  f rom there to Athena, a 
di stance of seven miles, we watched both s i des of the 
tra c k ,  c h a n g i n g  seats  a s  need be to s e e  a n d  to 
tri umph i n  our leav i ng i n  the dust the cars on the 
highway, wh i ch paralleled the rai ls most of the way 
to Athena. (The Pendleton-Athena track was taken up 
years ago, and now only the weed-i nfested ri ght-of
way rema i ns.)  

After Athena the rail"s conti nued east, a s  they do 
today, through gra i n  f i elds to the summit of the 
branch, then downhi 1 1  to Wes ton Junct i on,  uphi 1 1  
a g a  i n  a n d  then down t o  Dry Creek Canyon. T h i  s 
terra i n  we had never seen before, because i t  was not 
v i s i ble from the h i ghway; so we watched with wide 
eyes, eagerly ant i c i pati ng the moment we would break 
over the summit for the drop i nto Dry Creek. 

The track descends from the brow of the hi 1 1  on a 
shelf dug out of the canyons i des and curves its way 
stead i ly toward the bottom ; as i t  nears the creek, 
but sti 1 1  a good 30 feet above the creek bed, the 
r a i l s  m a k e  a U-turn  on a h i g h  earthen f i ll that 
replaced a wooden trestle after i t  burned, early i n  
the l i ne's h i story. The f i ll i s  p i erced b y  a 
concrete-l i ned tunnel for the hi gh\vay. Then the 
track  c o nt i n u e s  northwa rd, d ropp i n g p a s t  Blue 
Mounta i n  s i d i ng with i ts warehouse and elevator, to 
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reach the narrow fields that fill the canyon bottom, 
past Bade (another whea t-l oadi ng s i  di ng), .on down the 
narrowi ng canyon unt i l ,  at Barrett, _ stl 1 1 . a nother 
wheat-load i ng s i d i ng, the canyon wldens l nto the 
broad Walla Walla Valley and the track curves sharply 
east, hea d i ng i n  a straight 1 i ne for Mi 1 ton, about 
four m i le s  away. 

All thi s terri tory was fac i nati ng to u s .  Why i s  i t  
that I prefer hi lly, curvy routes even today? Who 
knows? One measure of the challenge to railroading 
offered by the Weston Junction to Barrett section 
lies  i n  the UP Employees' System Ti metable No . 3D, 
which restricts downhill tra i ns between M.P. 24 . 0  
(v i c i nity o f  the Weston summit) and Ba rrett to 10 
m . p . h .  

I thi nk we traveled faster then, because all t o  soon 
we halted at Mi lton and dropped off the steps to 
await the arrival of our parents and our s i ster, who, 
to thi s  day, 65 years later, remembers her envy and 
di sappoi ntment over mi s s i n g  out on that trip.  

Years passed, dur i ng which my focus turned away from 
the rails a s  I attended hi gh school, graduated, and 
went to work for Pri ce-Ransom Chevrolet Co. duri ng 
the mi dst of the Depression.  Bus iness  was  i ndeed 
slow but a few people were buyi n g  new cars and there 
i s  ";here the ra i 1 road again  entered my 1 i fe. New 
cars arri ved i n  oversized box cars - they were truly 
called automobile cars , as each one was large enough 
to hold four automobiles . 

When word came that an automobi le car had arrived, 
four of us, usually i ncluding one of the partners, 
loaded up a set of cha i n  falls , a roll i n g  floor jack,  
a pa i r of tongs,  and an axe. We found the car near 
the station besi de a sturdy timber platform with a 
ramp at  one end. After pla c i n g a couple of 
gangplanks we eas i ly maneuvered the first two auto
mobi l  es out the wi de door wi th the a i d  of the fl oar 
jacks and pi loted them down the ramp. 

Then came the hard part. The front end of each of 
the rema i n i ng two vehicles lias p ropped h i gh i n  the 
a i r ,  with i t s  radi ator cap almost touchi ng the ceil
i ng i n  order to prov i de floor space for the two cars 
"hich had been moved out fi rst. One of us drove the 
tongs i nto the heavy wooded beam run n i ng the len gth 
of the auto car 's  cei li ng. We hung the cha l n  falls  
from a ring  attached to the tongs , and  we hauled away 
on the cha i n  unti l all wei ght lias off of the props 
(whi ch held the front hubs and front axle i mmobile). 
Then we i nstalled the front wheels ,  knocked out the 
props, and lowered away on the cha i n  falls . Once the 
car was flat on the floor, we could eas ily maneuver 
i t  out the doo r ,  a n d  we had  o n ly to repeat the 
process "ith the last car. I always enjoyed these 
exc u r s i on s  to the depot a n d  the exc i tement of 
unloadi ng all the shi ny new Chevrolets .  

Althou gh the a utomob i le b u s i ne s s  kept me from 
haunting the rai lroad station,  i t  provided an unex
pected bonus: my fi rst r i de i n  a Pullman car. A 
used car had been stolen from Pri ce-Ransom Chevrolet 
Co . and recovered i n  Redmond , Oregon. I was the 
lucky one chosen to bri ng i t  bac k .  The boss drove me 
over to Walla Walla's railroad station and dropped me 
off. A lone Pullman was \'iai ting attended by a porter , 
i ts wi ndows lit  and the i nterior warm. I undressed 
i n  my lower berth, thoroughly i ntrigued with the snug 
curta i n ,  the i lllTlaculate sheets, the hammock-l, ke net 
for personal belongi ng s ,  and the pale-blue n i ght 
1 i ght that came on when I switched off the berth 
li ght s .  I was too excited to sleep, but knowing I 
had a long drive i n  store the next day, I managed to 
doze unti l,  about mi dni ght, I fe I t  a jar and looked 
out the w i ndow to see that now the P u llman wa s 
coupled to the rear of a freight tra i n .  

We pulled out s l owly a n d  rolled bump i ly along 
roughly paralleli ng the Walla Walla R iver,  until w� 
reached Wallula , where my Pullman was dropped off i n  
the yards . All about were other s i d i ngs and many 
frei ght cars,  and a switch engine chuffed restlessly 
back and forth , shunting cars. I wanted to sleep 
but the swi tcher kept i nterrupti ng my catnaps as i t 
dashed past every mi nute or so.  Eventually I dropped 
off to sleep, to be awakened by the lurch of the car. 

Wheels were rustl i n g ,  rai l  jOi nts were cli c k i ng l ike 
mad, and the car was swaying as though tryi ng to 
swi n g  me i nto a new pos i ti on on the mattress. I 
heard occasi onal moans from a steam whi stle far ahead 
and at times the raving  of a locomoti ve stack.  We 
had been coupled to the rear of the Spokane L i m i ted, 
wh i ch was r u s h i n g  down the Columb i a  to k eep i t s  
appoi ntment a t  Portland Un i on Stat i on at 7 AM or 
thereabouts .  
Before long the porter shook my curta i n  and warned me 
that The Dalles w a s  j u s t  a half hour a h e a d .  I 
dressed and.  as the tra i n  stopped, I descended from 
heaven to earth. Ahead of me was a long b u s  tri p to 
Redmond and a 1 anger ride back to Mi lton i n a good 
but thoroughly unromanti c used automobi le .  

Duri ng my Chevrolet days passenger tra i n s  ceased 
runn; ng through Mi  1 ton, and di ese 1 began to crONd 
steam out of the new s ,  i f  not, as yet , off the rails . 
Reports were c i rculating about a new di esel-powered 
streamli ned tra i n  which UP was buyi ng. Thi s was 
about 1934 or 1935. Then came the tra i n  i tself ! It  
was sent on a demonstration tours and  the M i lton
Freewater area was on the i t i nerary. 

A huge crQl,d was on hand at the station when the 
glamorous new tra i n ,  gleami ng and poli shed, made its  
stop. No one got aboard and no one debarked , and we 
had to be content with the thrill of ?ee i ng for only 
a few mi nutes the newest thi ng ; n  passenger tra i n s .  
It consi sted o f  a power car, with a cab s i tt i ng h i gh 
atop the nose; a coach; and fi nal car with a stream
li ned boat ta i l .  

The tra i n  took off to the west, i ts eng i ne sQunding a 
b i t  li ke a truck engi ne i n  second gear, altogether 
un 1 i ke the ponderous "pum, purn, pum. pumll of the 
mun i c i pal standby power plant. At Barrett s i d i ng the 
tracks turn south to follow the narrow, w i n d i ng floor 
of Dry Creek Canyon for several m; 1 e s .  I n the mean
time many of the autos which had jammed the station 
area, i ncluding mi ne, had taken off by hi ghway up 
Western Hi 1 1  t to i ntercept the tra i n  as it made i t s  
way u p  Dry Creek a n d  to see i t  i n  full cry. We need 
not have pushed our steeds so hard, because i t  \'JaS 
some while before the tra i n  have i nto s i ght. I had 
expected a streamli ner to z i p  along l i ke an arrow. 
The d i e sel e n g i n e  wa s ra c i n g ,  but the tra i n  wa s 
loafing along. Perhaps i t  was underpm.,.ered , but i t  
i s  also a substantial grade and the track su rely was 
not up to ma i nl i ne standards. 

Nevertheless I was proud of the fact that UP had 
c h o s e n  t h e  W a l l a  W a l l a - P e n d l e t o n  b r a n c h  t o  
demonstrate the exciting new streaml i ner; subsequent
ly, after it had become the C i ty of Portland and made 
regular tri p s ,  more than once I loaded my car up \>lith 
g i rl s  and fellows to drive 34 mi les across the h ills  
so that we could see the tra i n  swi shing down the 
mai nli ne toward Pendleton , on i ts Wily to Portland.  

O-WR&N : the i n i t i als remi n d  me o f  M i lton a n d  
Freewater, the Walla Walla Valley, . fruit pack i ng 
hou s e s , steam locomot i ve s ,  bell s , a n d  whi stles.  
O c c a s i o n ally , when the  bonds  of vl i nter were 
di s solv i ng in the passi onate embrace of d Chi nook 
wi nd,  i f  the w i nd was just r i ght, I could heJr a 
di stant whi stle from Dry Creek Canyon, and sometimes 
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the puffing of a n  eng i ne �s i t  1 abored , up the grade, 
sendi ng i ts sounds dri ftl ng across m, l es of snowy 
upl a nd s ,  to drop down i nto the Wal l a  Wal l a  Val l �y.  
No matter where I am today when the Chl  nook. Wl  nd 
b l ow s  I seem to hear ghostly whl spers of whl stl es 
and chuffs fl oati ng downhi l l .  

O-WR&NI Early i n  my chi l dhood I l earned what the "N" 
stood fo r '  Oregon-Was h i ngton Rai l road and NAVIGATION 
Company • •  My brother and I were proud of that " N . "  

How many rai l roads cou l d  boa s t  of NAVIGATION? Even 
though , as we were tol d ,  ra i l road boats no l onger 
sai l ed the Columb i a ,  they cou l d  do so, coul dn ' t  they? 
Eventual l y  O-W R and N were melded i n to the UP System 
so comp1 ete1y that few peop1 e today know about O-W R 
and N .  But the name s ti l l  carries an aura o f  roman�e 
for me; i t  meant acti on,  exc i tement, . gl amor, ,and I t  
was the rai l road that converted me l nto a h fe1 0ng 
fan of a l l rai l roads. 

• • •• • • • •  
• 
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Excurs i on Update 

by Ed Imme l , Excur s i on Man ager 

Now for t he Good News ! 

avai l ab l e  for s i g htsee i n g .  On t h i s  
p art i c u l ar t r i p ,  we are a l s o  tryi n g  t o  
arrange for o u r  t r a i n  t o  trav e l  B u r l i n g ton L-----���
Northern ' s  5th S u b d i v i s i on between P asco 

AMTRAK equi pment i s  avai l ab l e  to the 
Ch apter for excur s i on serv i c e  d u r i n g  the 
l as t  three week en d s  of September . Here i s  
some i nformat i on on t r i p s  we are presen t l y  
p I ann i n g .  

On t he weekend o f  September 27-28, w e  p l an 
t o  r u n  ano ther o f  our c i r c l e  t r i p s  from 
Por t l an d  to Spokane an d Seat t l e .  Over 
n i g h t  accommodat i on s  on September 27 have 
been arranged at the R i d p at h  and Sheraton 
Ho t e l s  i n  Spo k an e .  On Sunday, September 
2 8 ,  we are p l an n i ng to try somet h i n g  
d i ffere n t .  O n  p a s t  tr i ps s u c h  a s  t h i s  we 
h av e  al ways s topped i n  the town of 
Leav enworth for l u n c h .  Th i s  year,  w e  are 
t ryi n g  to arrange for the tr a i n  t o  s to p  at 
Edmonds where p as sengers wi l l  detrai n and 
board a c h artered Was h i ngton State Ferry 
for a l u ncheon cru i se to Seatt l e  a l on g  
l ov e l y  P u get S o u n d .  P a s s engers wi l l  then 
reboard the tr a i n  at K i ng Street S t at i on 
i n  Seatt l e  for the return t o  Port l an d .  I f  
t h i s  c annot be arran ged,  w e  hope t o  arr i v e  
i n  Seat t l e  ear l y  enough s o  that pas sengers 
w i l l  have sever a l  h o u r s  to expl ore 
h i s tor i c  P i oneer Square and the 
wat erfron t .  Many exc e l l ent restaurants 
JrP ava i l ab l e  for l u nch and the famo u s  
Seat t l e  waterfront tro l l ey wi l l  b e  

a n d  Spok an e .  Th i s  i s  t h e  Spok an e ,  
Port l an d  and Seatt l e  R a i l way ' s  mai n l i n e  
w h i c h  i s  soon t o  b e  abandoned . Thi s r o u te 
t r averses many h i g h  bri dges and c anyon 
cou ntry. It i s  a very scen i c  route a n d  i s  
never seen by AMTRAK rai l pas s enger s .  

On Saturdays , September 13 and 2 0 ,  our 
p l ans are t o  a g a i n  run our popu l ar one-day 
tri ps t o  Madras up t he spec t ac u l ar 
Deschutes R i v e r  Canyon . I n  the pds t ,  o u r  
Deschutes R i v e r  tr i ps have a l ways been i n  
the Spr i n g .  These t r i p s  wi 1 1  g i v e 
trave l e r s  t h e  opportu n i ty to see t h e  
C o l umb i a  R i v e r  Gorge a n d  D e s c h u t e s  C anyon 
i n  t h e i r  beau t i fu l  Fal l c o l ors . Our t r a i n  
w i l l  travel f r om Por t l and a l ong t h e  north 
b an k  of the Col umb i a  R i ver,  cross t h e  
b r i dge a t  C e l i l o  and then t r avel  o n  
fre i g ht-on l y  trackage to Madras . A t  
Madra s ,  d u r i n g  a s hort l ayover whi l e  t h e · 
t ra i n  i s  bei ng turned , spec i a l ' 
entertai nment wi l l  be prov i d ed for 
p as sengers . 

Broc hures o u t l i n i n g  detai l s  of a l l p l an n e d  
excur s i on s  w i l l  be b u l k  ma i l ed to everyone 
o n  t he Chapter ' s  ma i l i ng l i s t  i n  the near 
f uture. The s e  brochures wi l l  descr i be 
exact t i me s c hed u l es and t i cket pr i c e s .  
We hope t o  s e e  you o n  board our September 
excurs i on s . 

WATC H MA I L  FOR. TICKET bETA I  LS 


