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March 15, 1963 MARCH MEETING 8:00 pm 

 
Our March meeting will be held aboard the famous Oregon Electric Parlor Observation car 
“Champoeg” (now called the Bridge River), which is owned by the Willamette Valley Electric 
Railway Assn. The speaker will be Mr. Jack Jones, General Manager of the Northern Pacific 
Terminal Co. of Oregon and President of the Portland Zoo Railway. Mr. Jones will tell of some 
of his experiences in over forty years with the Northern Pacific Terminal Co. To get to the 
Champoeg, drive north on NW Yeon Avenue until you pass Timber Structures, Inc. Just beyond 
(about 300 yards) you will see a sign on the right saying "Yard Office—North End,” at Reid 
Road. Turn off Yeon Avenue onto Reid Road and you will see the observation car and other 
old interurban cars—also a path about 200 feet from Reid Road to the cars. Park on Reid 
Road. Also, to help our hosts for the night, WVERA, bring along any Boyd Coffee can lids as 
these mean money to WVERA for the upkeep of their equipment. 

 
IN MEMORIAM – GENE MOELL – Feb. 23, 1963 

 
It is hard to believe that a member of our Pacific Northwest Chapter, who was present at our 
February meeting and showed his film movies, will be with us no more in person. Gene Moell 
was watching TV at his home from the comfort of an easy chair on Saturday afternoon when 
his heart quit pumping, and he died painlessly and immediately. Gene retired about three years 
ago as a hostler for the Southern Pacific at Portland’s Brooklyn Yards, after 47 years of 
railroad service. We will always remember Gene at the throttle of the scale model live steamer 
SP 2491 pulling a “trainload” of happy railfans of all ages during our visit to Shady Dell last 
September. We like to think that Gene will still be “pulling ‘em” on his own “Happy Valley 
Line” where the spirit of railroading and friendship lives forever.—by Miln Gillespie. 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
On April 19th we will hold our meeting in Salem and the speaker will be Eugene Staller, Editor 
of the Woodburn Independent, who will show his sound railroad photographs. On May 18th we 
are planning a field trip to the LP&N at Grand Ronde, where they still have a steam 
locomotive in reserve. We are also looking for photographs on this line, the Willamina & Grand 
Ronde and Polk Operating Co for use in a proposed pamphlets on the line in connection with 
our trip. 
 

THIS AND THAT 
 
The Northern Pacific Railroad roundhouse in Centralia has been sold to Jesse West and will be 
demolished. The semi-circular red brick building was constructed between 1910-1912. The 
appearance of diesels marked the end of the building and it has not been used for several 
years. 
 
Remember the NRHS Convention in Denver over Labor Day Weekend, with steam trips on the 
C&S, Great Western and Union Pacific. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A VISIT TO THE KLICKITAT LOG AND LUMBER CO AT KLICKITAT, WA ON FEB. 22, 1963 

(by Walt Grande) 
 

On Feb. 22d, Chuck Hayden, Harold Mehlig and I drove to Klickitat to ride and photograph the 
Klickitat Log & Lumber Co shay #7, on one of the last regularly operated steam logging 
railroads in the country. We left Portland on a very foggy morning about six am and drove out 
the freeway to Hood River where we crossed the Columbia River on the toll bridge, and then 
proceeded up the Washington side of the river to the west edge of Lyle, where we turned north 
to Klickitat. 
 
We arrived in Klickitat a few minutes after 8 am where we immediately checked at the main 
office of J. Neils Lbr, Co. to secure permission to ride the locomotive and also to sign a 
release. They told us the train was scheduled to depart in about 45 minutes (normal departure 
time varies from 8 to 9 am and they arrive back about 2:30 pm). While the town of Klickitat 
was in the sun, a heavy blanket of fog and smoke hung in the canyon where the mill is 
located and where the train crew were finishing dumping the previous day’s logs. Harold and 
Chuck were to ride the train up, while I drove and I would ride the train back and they would 
drive. 
 
After a second breakfast, we got back to the mill just as the train was pulling out and Harold 
and Chuck had to board on the fly. I drove out the highway which parallels the railroad for 
several miles, stopping frequently for photographs, alternating between black and white and 
color slides. The weather was quite chilly with some frost on the ground in shaded spots, 
which made the smoke from the locomotive really stand out against the blue sky. The shay 
(number 7) departs head first pulling the empty log cars on the trip to the reload and most of 
the time the light is excellent for  photography. The train starts out on a ridge above the 
highway, but gradually works down until it is right alongside the highway. After about three 
miles the railroad swings away from the highway following the Klickitat River, while the 
highway has to climb up on a high plateau via a steep grade. After reaching the top of the 
plateau, the terrain is very level and you got a beautiful view of Mt. Adams. You follow the 
highway to Goldendale for about two miles and turn off on the road to Glenwood. The 
Glenwood road proceeds north for several miles until it comes to the edge of the canyon and 
as you start to descend into the Klickitat River canyon the pavement ends, but the road is well 
gravelled and in good condition. As you descend you can look across the canyon and see the 
railroad tracks at the bottom of the canyon. As you near the bottom of the grade, you can see 
where the river and railroad make a sharp bend and you can get some distance shots if you 
have a telephoto lens. However, I would suggest that you drive to a public fishing park where 
you can drive down to the river and see the train go by on the opposite side. Ordinarily you 
will have plenty of time to drive to this camp, as the train stops enroute for water, but only if 
you haven’t waiting for the train to go around the previously mentioned bend in the river. As 
soon as you have seen the train go by the fishing camp drive to the relead and park your car 
and then start walking down the tracks until you find a good spot for a picture. The train will 
be climbing a three per cent grade the last three miles into the reload. There is a sharp curve 
at the bottom of the grade which should produce very good action shots, if you can get there 
in time. I didn’t get that far. 
 
The train got to the relead about 11:15 am and after dropping the empties and picking up the 
loads was ready to go about noon. On the return trip the locomotive is travelling backwards, 
which gives the crew a better view of the logs on the train, as every so often they lose some 
logs. The train crew had heard nothing definite but they feel this may be the last year for the 
railroad. The company had made a survey on the cost of converting to truck operation and 
apparently some trees have already been marked to indicate that they must be removed for 
the new road. Time will tell. 
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